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Specialist Home Insurance 



Your home is probably your biggest investment - and most valuable asset. 
You want to be sure that your home insurance protects what matters most. 


FOCUS is one of the largest - and most respected 
- firms of independent Insurance Consultants in 
Oxfordshire and the surrounding region. 

Every home is different, and every person's possessions 
are unique. Many people have little understanding of 
how valuable their household contents are. Take into 
consideration both purchases and gifts of expensive 
jewellery, watches, antiques or pieces of art - and the 
changes in value over the years - and it becomes very 
easy to be under-insured. 

How we can help 

FOCUS specialise in high value home insurance and 
the additional concerns and risks that can arise. Our 
dedicated team of specialists can provide tailor-made 
home buildings and contents insurance caver ta include: 


• "All Risks’ 1 Worldwide cover, including theft, 
accidental loss and damage, 

• Specified cover for individual items, guaranteeing you 
a speedy settlement without quibble following damage 
or a loss. 

• Cash or replacement option, allowing you to replace 
an item with something similar from your own supplier 
or keep the full cash settlement. 

• Cover for second/holiday homes - both in the UK and 
abroad. 

• High single article limits. 

• Travel Insurance - designed around your specific 
needs, 

Once we understand your requirements, we will make 
our recommendations and offer advice to ensure you 
have the cover you need and deserve. 


For more information contact: Roz Wright, Private Client Director 
T: 01 BBS 953 122 E: roz.wright@focusorm.co.uk www.focusorm.co.uk 

We pride ourselves on service, first and foremost; understanding our clients' needs and helping our clients get the best cover tD complement their lifestyle. 





















from fhe 

Editor 

Welcome to the latest issue of Four Shires. 


On having just returned from our annual 
trip to the south of Spain, I am always 
struck by just how lush the area Is that we 
live in. 

Approaching Alicante airport fhe 
landscape looks like a desert compared 
to the descent Into Birmingham, For 
some odd reason, as we approach fhe 
Midland’s airport, 1 am reminded of the 
old Kerrygold Butter advert, I’m always 
slightly disappointed not to spot hundreds 
of cows chewing the cudl 

Joking apart, l am firmly convinced we 
live In one of the most beautiful parts of the UK - and our verdant countryside is the only place 
in fhe world where I would want to live. 

Coming down from one of our climbs in southern Spain, I marvelled at what \ thought was a 
lovely looking lizard wobbling Sts way towards me over warm rock. On closer inspection I was 
only slightly perturbed to discover that the lizard had no legs and a beautiful chequerboard 
pattern down its back! The adder snake (for that’s what it was) was making its way towards 
me down quite a steep slab of smooth limestone... 

Oh how my climbing partner laughed as dangling, I danced and pirouetted at the end of 
the rope, stepping here and there desperately trying to avoid fhe gaily decorated reptile! The 
poor thing was probably just as terrified of the red helmeted apparition dangling in front of it 
but at nearly a foot long if certainly managed to get me animated... 

On a less frenetic note, I was disappointed to have missed Banbury Fair this time. As a nipper it 
was a special treat to be taken around the fair by mum and dad, a tradition we have carried 
on with our own youngsters. 

The fair does seem to have changed markedly however. I can remember boxing booths, freak 
shows and the infamous "rat lady 5 ,1 seem to remember there was even a lady who sat in a 
cage with enormous snakes all over her body as well... thinking about it I have had more than 
enough of them this month! 

We hope you enjoy the November issue of Four Shires magazine. .. we enjoyed putting it 
together for youl 



JEREMY WILTON 


cover image: 
sk Qzelo oo . c om 

Insiagram: k.orsi_amy 
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WHAT’S INSIDE 


what's inside 
Four Shires 
this month 

SHOPPING IN THE SHIRES: With 
/ ] Chr/sfmas creeping up, fPs fme 
to make your 'naughty or nice r 
Hstl There are so many super shops to 
visit with lots of great ideas for gifts - so 
forgef ffoe internet go to the shops and 
JePs keep (oca/ towns alive* 




YOUR LETTERS: Your chance to air your 
views or send us your photos ond 
comments. 

AROUND THE SHIRES: Local news and 
reports from around the autumnal four 
Shires' counties. 


BOOKS: Christine Bridger reviews her 
tavourite books. Local authors are 
featured too. 


16 
24 


OUT AND ABOUT: There's lots to do and 
see in the Four Shires this month. Here 
is our pick of the bunch. 

ARTS AND ANTIQUES: In the studio 

with Elia Hendy. Oxford artists launch 
their new picture book. 





GARDENS AND COUNTRY: Tree 
surgeon's charity day and local 
gardens. 



HOMES AND INTERIORS: The Armchair 
Traveller take a tour of Australian 
interior trends. 



64 

67 


A DISCOVERY OF WITCHES: A love 
story set in a world of witches, filmed 
right here in the four Shires, 

FOOD AND DRINK: Make time for 
tea in our local tea shops. Say yes 
to additive free game. 




84 

92 


HRH PRINCESS ANNE: HRH The Princess 
Royal unveils a new war memorial at 
the Horses Trust. 

THEATRE: From fierce to farce, Bruce 
Cox reviews Tamburtaine and 
Tarti/ffe at the RSC. 

BIRTH OF RADAR MEMORIAL: Marking 
the spot where aircraft were first 
detected by radar, 

LOOKING BACK: Pictures from the 
past, featuring the old favourite, 
Woolworths, and a 1967 rugby team, 

BUSINESS: Pictures from the recent 
Banbury Women in Business awards, 
as well as a mobile shooting supplier. 




be 

prepared - 
shop fill 
you drop 
this month! 


94 

98 


EDUCATION: Educational news and 
events from schools around the four 
Shires. 

THE MARRIAGE OF EDWARD AND 
KATE: Magnificent fireworks feature in 
the finale of this Four Shires wedding. 
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YOUR LETTERS 


I thought your readers 
might be interested in 
the attached photo of a 
Banbury Grammar School 1 
rugby XV taken circa 1948. 
I can only name three of 
the team: back row 1 st 
left is my late husband Fred Reynolds and 2nd from 
right is Desmond Smith. Front row 2nd from right is Terry 
Williams. I don't know any of the others, but maybe 
some of your readers of a certain age will be able to 
name the rest of the team? 

Judith Reynolds, Moreton in Marsh 



Following last month's treatise on 
cider making dog was intrigued to 
see how they make it in Bloxham, 
near Banbury. 

Bloxham Apple Day was held to 
raise funds for the village festival 
that takes place most years. Taking 
pride of place at the entrance to 
the apple based extravaganza 
was a giant cider press designed 
and built by Bloxham potter 
Graham Mant. The unit, made from railway sleepers and 
a bottle jack was something to behold, pressing twice 
the amount of apple pulp our smaller Banbury unit can 
process. 



Intriguingly, the apples 
pressed by Graham are 
a mixture of all sorts of 
different varieties, he very 
rarely presses a single 
variety. 

He let on that shortly after 
Christmas, Wassail time is 
enjoyed throughout the 
west country, where as 
well as toasting the future 
harvest of fruit trees, the 
Wassailers enjoy a glass or 
two of each other’s cider 
to decide who has the best 
press.... Sound like fun to 
dog! 





your letters 


Many thanks to Mr Goode 
of Banbury for getting 
in touch regarding the 
pictures from the past in 
the August issue of the 
magazine. 

He recognised the ladies 
and gentleman in this 
picture. 

The picture was taken 
outside the Alcan buildings 
in Banbury (the old 
company logo is visible on 
the gentleman's lapel. He 



also recognised one of the 
ladies in the picture as a Ms 
Gilkes. She was related to 
the Gilkes building family in 
Banbury. 


Many thanks to those of you who 
contacted Four Shires about the two 
Banbury characters featured in the 
October issue. They were, of course, 

Maud Webb (or Woodall) who ran 
a grocery shop in Banbury near the 
cross and Chris Garrett from Chipping 
Warden who worked the petrol pumps 
at Ewins garage, c oh ncidentally a few doors up from 
Maud Webb. Those who got En touch said that the pictures 
reminded them of different times with fewer regulations- 
Chris Garrett would not now be able to run a petrol pipe 
across a pavement - as he did back then! 




STRESS IN DOGS 

Dog was pleased 
to receive into his 
inbox last month 
a link to a series 
of animations 
produced to help 
owners understand 
stress and how to 
manage it in their 
dogs. 

We all experience 
stress and anxiety at 
certain stages of our 
life, and us dogs are no 
exception. We obviously 
can't express ourselves 
in the same ways our 
humans can so it's 
important that attention is 
paid to our behaviour and 
emotional state so you 
can support us in the right 
way. 

Common stress factors 
for us include being left 
at home on our own, 
encountering other dogs, 
visiting the vets and of 
course the one that is 
coming up En this month 
Firework night] 


If you get a chance to 
watch the videos below 
it could be a great help 
for you own four legged 
friend. 

Leaving your dog 
home alone: https:// 
www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=EYFIFJ 1 cFJw 

Encountering other 
dogs: https://www. 
youtube.com/ 
watch?v=H2FkmienL4M 

Visiting the vets: https:// 
www.youtube.com/ 
watch ?v=eXI-BddN5zc 

Firework season: https:// 
www.youtube.com/ 
watch ?v=jzGMQYWOZ El 
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Beauty & Function 

Style and Quality Without Compromise 

See, feel, test & select your new furniture at our Banbury showrooms 



Visit our famous Banbury showrooms and choose quality furniture and beds from : 
Collins & Hayes, G Plan, Parker Knoll, Willis Gambier, Alstons, Sherborne, 
Celebrity, Stressless, Himolla, Tetrad, Stag, Hypnos, Sealy, Mammoth, Etc... 


Furniture for every room, expert advice & over 2£ years of trusted service. 


OpeninaTimes 


Monday - Saturday 
g.-oo am - 5:25 pm 
Sunday 
10 am - 4 pm 



Warwick Road 
Banbury 
OX16 2AB 



Tel: 01295 253220 

www. bennettsfurniture. co. uk 


Exceptional brands. Exceptional value. Exceptional service 















































































































































































































AROUND THE SHIRES 



ANTIQUE MODERN MIX 

A new antique centre 
has opened En Banbury's 
Parson's Street. 

There are three floors, with 
an eclectic mix of items, 
specialising In mid-century 
furniture, decorative art 
and classic design. You 
will also find a selection of 
classic vinyls on the top 
floor, as well as local artists 
displaying their works of art. 

CASTLE QUAY PARKING 

Castle Quay, Banbury, 
has reduced car-parking 
charges to £1 all day 
on Sundays and Bank 
Holidays! 



A TRIBUTE 
TO ROSIE 
THE 

ELEPHANT 


For a brief 
period 
during 
the 1930s, 

Kidiington 
was home 
to Oxford 
Zoo, a local 
attraction 
drawing crowds from 
around the county and 
beyond. The zoo was 
home to many animals 
including local celebrities 
Rosie the Elephant and 
Hanna the Lion. Sadly 
Rosie died whilst in 
Kidiington and is widely 
rumoured to be buried 
somewhere in the vicinity. 

Kidiington Parish Council 
and Cherwell District 
Council, using funds 
specified for local art and 


provided as a result of 
local development, are 
honouring the memory 
of this important local 
attraction with a fabulous 
sculpture (by artist Tony 
Davies) of Rosie made of 
mild steel and galvanised 
wire. 

The artwork has been 
installed on the main 
roundabout near the 
Kidiington supermarket at 
the southern entrance to 
the village. 



SIBFORD SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Celebrate the start of the 
Christmas season In style 
by visiting Sibford School's 
annual festive fayre. 

Organised by parents of 
pupils at the school, the 
fayre will feature a host of 
art, craft, and food stalls. 
For the younger visitors 
there will be toys, games 
and, of course, the chance 
to visit Santa. 

The Sibford School 
Christmas Fayre takes 
place at Sibford School, 
Sibford Ferris, Banbury 
0X15 SQL between 2.30pm 
and Spm on Friday 30 
November, Entry is £2. 



VILLAGES 


Retirement village 
living is simple 


1 - View now 


Pre-owned sales: 01372 383950 | New homes sales: 01788 211799 | The Polo Field, Lime Tree Village, 
□unchurch, Warwickshire, CV22 7SA | wwuv.limetreevniage.co.uk | www.fetirementvillages.co.uk 

•Subject to availability. 

* r Please speak to one oJ our sales consultants for more details on various rentirg and buying options. 


5 w:ttinjt Sraniiards for 
Retirement Communi ties 


2. Choose a property 

3, Get settled in for Christmas* 


Move into Ume Tree Village, the area's finest 
private retirement village, and enjoy all the benefits 
of village living - exclusive clubhouse, resident-only 
facilities, stunning landscaped grounds. 


New and pre-owned properties available today. 
Ask us about part exchange**, rental and 
Try Before You Buy. 
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kitchens and bat h room s 


Overthorpe Road, Banbury, 0X16 4TB 
T: 01295 222 316 www.johnnicholl3.co.uk 








































BOOKS 




let the 

wood soeak 


A ccomplished luthier 
Paul Fischer's book 
is a must for music 
lovers. The Chipping Norton 
based craftsman details 
his life making guitars and 
the musicians and stories 
associated with them. A 
devastating stroke in 2013 
gave him the opportunity 
to step back and compile 
the memoir which also 
details Paul’s time in the 
services. 

His ‘after word' is 
reproduced here: 

"Most people know 
the name of Stradivari 
/1644, 1737} - a luthier by 
profession though, in his 
case, mainiy known for his 
violins even fhough he also 
mode guitars, instrument 
making by hand in the 19th 
and 20th centuries is not 
that different from today. 

A picture of a modern 
iuthier’s workshop/atelier 
today would be familiar to 
him with its bench, racks 
of fools, templates and 
moulds hanging from the 
wails with the luthier attired 
in an apron and not /as is 
sometimes the cose j sitting 
with instrument in hand 


cross legged on 
his bench. 


Over the 50 
plus years 
I spent at 
the bench I 
experienced 
many funny 
and some 
not so funny 
incidents 
but always 
fascinating 
ones. With early 
music my introduction 
to the craft gave me 
access to inspiring 
stories and the chance 
to make and hear 
wonderful instruments. 
These were often played 
by luminaries such as 
Gustave Leonhardt, 
Christopher dogwood, 
Julian Bream and John 
Williams. This was very 
important in developing 
my understanding of the 
instrument and the needs 
of the great performers. 


Apart from absorbing 
satisfaction from creating 
beautiful fif not always 
appreciated as suchj 
objects if is interesting 
to reflect on how earlier 


, ■ Ilk 1 " ’ 

'Lti** 1 * iSu-V-'*' 


Dutch, French and Italian 
masters appreciated their 
simple but exquisite beauty 
and used them in still life, 
dornesfic and rural scenes 
- a fine example of that 
genre of painting starts this 
book. 

Although the stroke of 
2013 was serious, the 
recuperation that followed 
provided me with the 
opportunity to reflect 
on the 60 years I had 
remained committed to 
the same and absorbing 
craft. Though no longer 
a maker of musical 
instruments I can still enjoy 
the fruits of my labours 
through recordings and the 
voices of rich rosewood , 
mellifluous mahogany and 
sonorous spruce/' 


eading 

room 


This month's favourite 
books, from Christine 
Bridger of Old Hall 
Bookshop in Brackley 



MELMOTH 


Melmoffi is by Sarah Perry, 
the author of The Essex 
Serpent that was such 
a huge hit last year. The 
premise of this book is 
similarly eerie. Helen is 
working in Prague and 
comes across the legend 
of Atie/mofh, a perpetual 
wanderer who travels 

from one place 
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Let the wood speak! 

ISBN: 5300129519965 
Available on Amazon 























BOOKS 





OXFORD COLLEGE 
GARDENS 


by Tim Richardson arid 
photography by Andrew 
Lawson 


The gardens of Oxford s 
30 or so colleges ore 
surprisingly vailed in age, 
style and size and are 
available for you to amble 
round in this beautiful book. 
With 250 colour photographs 
which includes those of the 
masters gardens, normally 
kept completely private. 

The university's botanic 
garden is the oldest in the 
country and has one of the 
world's most diverse plant 
collections. £25 


FEAST 


to another witnessing the 
dark side of human nature. 
Unaware that she is being 
watched Helen settles into 
her life as a translator until 
her friend goes missing. 
£16.99 


THE ILLUSTRATED 
COLLEGE HERBAL 


Feast by Anisa Helou is 
a comprehensive look 
at the food 


and cookery 
of the Islamic 
world. It is a 


culinary journey 
stretching from 
North Africa via 


The III uilrjlBif 

College Herbal 

PUnit (mm iN HaiidJVufl f.f af 1(1* 


The Illustrated College 
Herbal by Jane Knowles, 
Henry Oakeley and 
Gillian Barlow is published 
to commemorate the 
400th anniversary of 
the Pharmacopoea 
Londinensis of 1618. 
Nicholas Culpepper 
translated the original 
book info English and 
it became the basis of 
his famous Herbal. Brief 
descriptions of each 
plant are accompanied 
by full page botanical 
illustrations, some from the 
original herbal and some 
from contemporary artists. 
£20 


Asia Minor to Senegal 
and Indonesia. Well 
illustrated throughout and 
with a wealth of recipes 
demonstrating the wide use 
of herbs and spices that can 
bring fragrance and flavour 
to your cooking. £45 


WHITE HOUSES 


White Houses by Amy 
Bloom is a fictionalised 
account of the relationship 
between Eleanor Roosevelt 
and journalist Loren a 
Hickman. Hickman was 
sent to interview Eleanor 
Roosevelt when she moved 
to the White House as First 
Lady. Very soon after that 
Hickman was moving into 
the White House herself. This 
touching account of their 
love affair against the back 
drop of life at the head 
of American politics is a 
fascinating and entertaining 
read. £12.99 


THE INK HOUSE 


The Ink House by Rory 
Dobner is for 


A magical house is built in 
a pool of ink that inspires 
creativity in anyone who 
lives there. A cast of lovable 
creatures are exquisitely 
drawn by acclaimed odist 
Rory Dobner. £14.99 

THE SECRET LIFE OF A 
TIGER 

In The Secret life of a 
77ger by Przemyslaw 
Wechterowicz, Tiger likes 
the simple life, sleeping 
in the sun, chatting to 
friends, having a little snack 
but once the sun sets he 
pursues a surprising hobby! 
With entedalning illustrations 
by Emilia Dziubakthis is 
a funny story about not 
always 
believing 
everything 
you hear. 

£6.99 




































BOOKS 


THE ENGLISH 
COUNTRY HOUSE 
GARDEN 

There is something 
special about the 
English country 
house garden: from 
its quiet verdant 
lawns to its high yew 
hedges, this is a 
style much desired 
and copied around 
the world. 

The English country 
house is most often conceived as a private, intimate 
place, a getaway from working life. A pergola, a sundial, 
a croquet lawn, o herbaceous border of soft planting; 
it is a space to wander and relax, to share secrets, and 
above all to enjoy afternoon tea. 

This new book takes a fresh look at the English country 
house garden, starting with the owners and the stories 
behind the making of the gardens. Glorious photographs 
capture the gardens at their finest moments through the 
seasons. 

Broughton Castle, Broughton Grange, Kiftsgate and 
Rousham as well as Hidcote gardens feature in this book 
and it will be a treat for focal garden lovers. 



NEW CHILDREN'S BOOK 


The Adventures of Mo at Butterbee Farm 



* 40 pages 

* Fully Illustrated 

* Size - 20cm x 22 cm 

* Perfect Bound 

* Free Bookmark 

* Great Christmas Gift 



£10 + £1 
for p&p 


¥ 


A new senes of books about a little boy called Mo and 
his Massey Ferguson tractor. His first adventure Dad’s 
Sandwich' starts with a very special birthday present! 


To order Dad's Sandwich send a cheque for £11,00 
(made payable to ACP Publishers Ltd). 

The Adventures of Mo, ACP Publishers Ltd, Offkes 2 & 3, 
Brixfield Farm, Nr Kinston, Warwickshire, CV35 QED. 


Call 0192-6 691212 to pay by card. 
Email: mo@butterbeefarm.co.uk 


4 donation to The Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Institution fR.A.BJ) wil/ 
be made based on a proportion of 
total sales of the books. 

wwwrfabi org . ufc 


Mo's second adventure will be 
available to buy early November 

£10 + £1 p&p 




The Ad ventures of 

Mo at Butterbee Farm is 
a new series of children's 
books from budding 
children's author Beki 
Benjamin. It follows a 
mischievous young boy 
called Mo and his Massey 
Ferguson pedal tractor. 


The book, that is 40 pages 
long, is fully illustrated by 
Josh Welsby. The book is 
aimed at children from six 
to nine year olds, however 
it's also a great bedtime 
read for parents with 
younger children. 

ISBN 9781916449701 


Mo's first adventure. Dad's 
Sandwich, starts with a very 
special birthday present, a 
tractor which he calls Mitsy. 
However, he soon realises 
that riding his tractor isn't 
as easy as he first thought. 

The back of the book 
also contains a two-page 
educational section 
explaining that without 
farmers, there would be no 
sandwich! 


Cost: £10 + £ l for postage 
and packing. A donation 
fa The Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Institution 
(R.A.B./J will be made 
based on a proportion of 
total sales of the book. 

Mo's next adventure Op the 
Apple Tree is due out this 
month followed by Where's 
Tumble early 2019. 

above: Beki Benjamin 
below: Josh and Beki 
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BOOKS 



cut by contour 

Four Shires’ canals 


A round Britain by Canal 

is a lovely travel book 
by Anthony Burton 
that documents his canal 
journeys back in the 1 970s. 

There are some lovely old 
illustrations [we do like a 
good old picture) and 
reminiscences although his 
observations of the Oxford 
Canal are timeless really. 

Here he details the curving 
nature of the Oxford Canal 
around Wormleighfon. 

At Wormleighfon one 
reaches the ultimate 
in bends as the canal 
almost forms a full circle 
round the hill a moat to 
Wormleighfon House. It 
does, at least provide the 
opportunity to view a very 
fine house from all sides. 

I envy the occupants 
their view and I am even 
more envious of the 
splendid wrought iron 
veranda which graces 
their home. Some say that 
this exaggerated loop was 
made simply as part of 
the contour cutting plan. 


but I believe it has 
more to do with 
our old friends, 
the gentry - in this 
case Earl Spencer. 

The Oxford Canal 
Committee minute 
book records the 
information that by 
not building locks 
'the navigators will 
have no business 
to stop, so that the 
apprehended danger 
will be the less on that 
account’. In other words, 
If the boatmen can't 
stop, they can't pinch 
his lordship's pheasants, 
nor his maids' bottoms!' 


And - further on, he 
sums up the charm of 
Cropredy: Crapredy, you 
see, is just the sort of place 
any right minded person 
would want to stop. It is 
an old settlement set at 
one of the crossing points 
of the River Cherwell, a 
fact which gave Cropredy 
its one moment of 
unwelcome fame when It 
was the site of a Civil war 
battle In 1644. Today It is 
one of those 
villages in which 
Oxfordshire is so 
blissfully rich, a 
close set place 
of rich ironstone 
buildings. It is 
a lovely stone 
full of tones of 
grey, yellow 
and reddish 
brown, that 
seems not so 
much to reflect 
the light as to 
absorb it, taking 
the warm glow 
into its very 
heart. 1 


At four Shires 


and turns may have been 
the despair at those who 
had to earn a living on the 
wafer, but those of us who 
come this way for pleasure 
can only offer you our very 
sincere thanks.' 

We wholeheartedly agree. 

A good canal book far 
Christmas: 

Around Britain by Canal 
1000 miles of waterways by 
Anthony Burton 

ISBN 1473893232 Hardback 
£25.00 • 


we have 
always been 
convinced of 
the beauty 
of our local 
waterways and 
the reason, 

Anthony 
explains: 

'James Brindley 
was the chief 
engineer who 
laid down 
the line of 
the Oxford Canal... the 
information Is written 
down in the amazing 
convolutions of the canal 
itself. Brindley was a great 
believer in 'contour cutting 1 
following the same level 
for as long as possible 
and he also favoured a 
long summit to act as a 
reservoir. 


He goes on: 


'Dear Mr Brindley, your 
canal may not be the most 
practical transport route 
in the world, your twists 


FOl R SHIRES NOVEMBER 2018 


15 





























OUT AND ABOUT 



BLENHEIM PALACE 
AUTUMN FORAGING 
COURSE 

B/erther'm Pafoee, B/enheim 
Palace fbocft en#mncej. 
Long Hon borough, Oxford 
0X29 8LA, 3rd November , 
J2pm-3.30pm 

Meet at 12pm for a short 
introduction on what to 
look for and a brief on 
the general countryside 
codes, ‘where they relate 
to foragers'. After the 
talk you will set off for 
a 2.5 hour walk around 
the area, identifying 
the different edible and 
poisonous plants, fruits 
and mushrooms that you 
find. There will be breaks 
along the way for some 
homemade refreshments 
such as wild mushroom 
soup or even some 
efderflower champagne. 
Prices vary. Email admin® 
wildfooduk.com 



ADDERBURY FOOD 
MARKET 

The Institute art the Green, 
Adderbury , Oxfordshire , 8th 
November, 6pm-8pm 

The Adderbury Food 
Market is a not for profit, 
community driven event, 

* 


run by volunteers to bring 
quality, locally produced 
food and drink into easy 
reach of everyone in the 
village and the surrounding 
area. 

w w w. m a rk e t . adderb ury. org 



THAT'LL BE THE DAY, 
CHRISTMAS SHOW 

Royo/ Spa Centre, Royal 
Leamington Spa, 8th 
November, 7.30pm 

Topped with lashings of 
Christmas spirit get ready to 
party as Than/ Be The Day 

returns with its brand new 
201S Christmas show! The 
UK's most popular Rock 'N' 
RoJi variety show celebrates 
the festive season with all 
your favourite Christmas 
classics from the 50s, 60s 
and 70s, plus plenty of 
hilarious comedy! £27. 

www, worwickdc.gov.uk/ 
royatspacentre 

WARWICK GHOST WALK 

Market Place, Warwick 
CV34 4BJ , 9th November, 
7pm 

For over 1000 years 
Warwick has been witness 
to plague, torture, public 


out and abou 



execution, and murder 
most foul. Join one of these 
quarterly walks of Warwick 
to find out more about 
the most gruesome events 
from the county town's 
rich history. Gather at the 
statue of boxer Randolph 
Turpin in fronf of the Rose 
and Crown pub. 



WITNEY WINTER CONCERT 

Methodist Church, High 
Street, Witney 0X28 6HG, 

9th November, 7.38pm- 
9.30pm 

Music for classical guitar 
performed by Giacomo 
Susoni, selected artist of 
the Countess of Munster 
Musical Trust scheme. 
Includes works by 
Fresco to of di, Son farrago, 
Rodrigo and Walton. 

£12 (under 19 £1]. Email 
jtomS55@gmail.com 

EMMA KIRKBY AND 
DOWLAND WORKS 

The North Waft Theatre , 
South Parade , Summerfown 
0X2 7JN, I Oth November, 
7.30pm 

The consummate lutenist 
John Dowfand was also 
a brilliant songwriter and 
palyphonist and had a 



mighty influence on his 
contemporaries. In this 
programme, Dowfand 
Works celebrate a selection 
of his work alongside that 
of John Donye/ from his 
book, Songs to the Lute, 

Viol and Voice |1606), 

£16. Email contact® 
thenorthwall.com 



WISE CHILDREN 

Oxford Playhouse , Oxford 
OX l 21W, I3fh-f 7fh 
November, 7.30pm 

Emma Rice (The Flying 
Lovers of Vitebsk , Brief 
Encounter) brings her 
uniquely musical and 
exuberantly impish vision fa 
Angela Carter's great last 
novel, Wise Children . A big, 
bawdy tangle of theatrical 
jay and pain, Wrse Ch/Tdren 
is a celebration of show 
business, family, forgiveness 
and hope. This show 
from, the former Artistic 
Director of the Globe 
and Kneehigh, is one of 
OP's co-productions to 
celebrate Its 80th Birthday. 
Tickets £10 to £30, 01865 
305305. 
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OUT AND ABOUT 



VARIATIONS: 
ASHMGLEAN PROM 

Ashmofean Museum, 
Oxford 0X1 2 PH, 14th 
November, 7.30pm-9.3Qpm 

This prom will include 
Brahms Variations on 
a theme of Haydn, 
Beethoven Variations on 
a theme of Mozart [wind 
trio), Reger Variations on 
o theme of Mozart and 
will be performed by the 
Orchestra of Sf John's 
under conductor John 
Lubbock. Tickets £16 and 
£8 


SOLDIERS OF 
OXFORDSHIRE, AFTER 
SCHOOL YOUTH 
PLATOON 

Soldiers of Oxfordshire 
Museum, Pork Street, 
Woodstock 0X20 1 SN, I5fh 
November, 3.45pm-5pm 

By popular demand, SOFO 
has Introduced a monthly 
club for older children 
interested in military history. 
Visit after school to meet 
museum experts, guess the 
mystery object or try a new 
activity. Booking essential. 
For young people 10—13 
years. £3.50 per child. Email 
frontofhouse@sofo.org.uk 




THE NUTCRACKER 

The AirW Arts Centre, 
Banbury, 16th November, 
5pm and 8pm 

Be swept away on a 
magical adventure in 
one of the most famous 
classical ballets of all time. 
With its combination of 
enchanting choreography 
and unforgettable music, 
this fabulous ballet is o 
Christmas treat like no 
other. Set to Tchaikovsky's 
sumptuous score, the 
traditional tote of The 


Nutcracker tells the story of 
: Clara and her enchanted 
i Nutcracker doll. Their 
. adventures see Clara and 
' the Nutcracker combat the 
Mouse King and join the 
Sugar Plum Fairy and her 
. Cavalier on a wonderful 
• journey through the 
glistening ‘Land of Snow' to 
: a kingdom made entirely of 

■ sweets. From £17.50. 

i- 

www.themiitQrtscentre.co.uk 

! SUNSHINE CAT RESCUE 
| CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

Chipping Norton Town Half, 
Chipping Norton 0X7 5NJ, 
17th November, f 0.30am- 
3.30 pm 

; A traditional Christmas 
Bazaar. There will be a raffle, 

; tombola, jewellery, smellies, 

; cards, gifts, candles, tea 
and cakes. Visit to buy the 
: 'purrfect' Christmas gift and 
support homeless felines in 

■ West Oxfordshire. 



KATHARINE 

HOUSE 

HOSPICE 


Sign up at www.khh.org.uk/santa 


Santa 


Sunday 2 December 

Wykham Park Academy Banbury 


Batsford^ 

ARBORETUM & GARDEN CENTRE 



Soak up the last of the autumn colour at Batsford this month 
Browse our selection of gifts and garden goodies and treat 
yourself to lunch or afternoon tea in our cafe. A perfect day 
out for all the family - including the dog! 


Visit www.batsarb.co.uk tor details 
on our torthcoming events 


Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre 

Batsford, Moreton In Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9AB 


Tel: 01386 701441 

Email: arboretum@batsfordfaundation.co.uk 

www.batsarb.co.uk 
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OUT AND ABOUT 



RAIN MAN 

Royo/ and Derngofe, 
Northampton, 19th-24th 
November , various times 

Bill Kenwright presents the 
inaugural Classic Screen To 
Stage Theatre Company 
production of Rain Man. 
Mathew Home (Gavin & 
Stacey, The Catherine Tate 
Show) stars as Raymond 
Babbit opposite Ed Speleers 
(Down ton Abbey, Wolf Hail) 
as Charlie Babbit. 

w w w, ro ya /an d d ern ga te. 
co.uk 



XMAS FAYRE 

Longford Park Community 
Centre, Longford Park 
Road. Bodicote OX 15 4FU, 
24fh November, ipm -4pm 

Enjoy shopping stalls. 
Santa's grotto refreshments, 
face painting and much 
more, all in aid of CL/C 
Sargent. 

WINTER CONCERT OF 
ROMANTIC MASTERS 

Burford School 
Che/tenham Road. Burford. 
OX IB 4PL. 24to November. 
7.30pm-9.3Qpm 

Burford Orchestra returns 
with a Romantic Masters 
concert. The programme 
opens with Franz Liszt's Les 
Prefudes and ends with one 
of Tchaikovsky's final works. 


of his emotionally charged 
and deeply romantic 6th 
Symphony, They will also 
be joined by local up and 
coming baritone soloist 
Will Diggle. £9 adults. £1 
children. 



TO THE BARRICADES: 
POPULAR PROTESTS IN 
EUROPE 1 815*1850 

Ballroom, Court House, 

Jury Street, Warwick, 24th 
November, 4pm 

Tea Time Talk: Following 
Napoleon's defeat at 
Waterloo and his exile to St 
Helena, the European order 
was restored along the lines 
agreed at the Congress of 
Vienna. Monarchies were 
re-established and popular 
politics and republicanism 
vanquished. Within a 
few years, however, 'the 
people' began to reappear 
in European politics, 
challenging the legitimacy 
of the restored orders and 
at times, bringing them 
to their knees. With the 
participation of academics 
and students from Warwick 
University and elsewhere in 
the UK, and using images 
and songs from across 
Europe, this event will follow 
European protests including 
Peterloo and the French 
Revolution of 1830. £7. 

www.warwickdc.gov.uk 



: ENTER THE DRAGONS 

The Old Fire Station, 40 
George Street, Oxford 
OX I 2AQ. 24tt> No vember, 
7.30pm-9pm 

; An archetypal hero is 
; reframed as a mature 
j woman in the modern 
: world. Gripped with fear at 
: her advancing years, she 

■ sets off on an epic quest 
; to defeat Chronos, the 

i god of time, and halt the 
; inevitable - ageing, will she 
: succeed? Tickets from £10. 
j Email ticket s@oid fires! at ion. 

■ org.uk 



: CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
j FESTIVAL 

Banbury Town Mali 
Banbury , 25rti November, 
6pm 

■ Banbury town centre's 

j Christmas light switch on 
i will take place at 6pm 
i around the tree outside the 
i Town Hall. This event will 
: launch Banbury into the 
! festive season. There will be 
i music, food, entertainment, 
; and of course, Santa] 

| MOZART CONCERT 

: Church of St Jofm the 
Bopf/st, Burford OXI8 4RY, 
25th November, 7.30pm 

: The Burford Singers 

■ present Mozart's works: 


IB JK FOUR SHIRES NOVEMBER 2,0 IW 


Divertimento for Strings, 
K?36 Horn Concerto No, 4 
K495 and The Great Mass in 
C minor K427 . Tickets from 
£ 10 . 

www.burtordsingers.org.uk 



CHRISTMAS AT WARWICK 
CASTLE 

Warwick Castle , Warwrck 
CV34 4QU f 25th November 
to 2nd January 2019 

A warm winter welcome 
awaits you with a host 
of Christmas attractions 
including the fabulously 
decorated State Rooms, 
Feel the warmth of the 
roaring fire and admire 
the awe inspiring 25 foot 
Christmas tree in the vast 
vaulted Great Hall, 

www.worwick-castie.com 



WARWICK VICTORIAN 
EVENING 

AH across the town, 29fh 
November, 5pm-9pm 

Everything you have come 
to expect from a traditional 
Christmas light switch 
on. Touch FM will host a 
packed programme of 
entertainment on stage in 
the Market Place where 
Father Christmas will help 
the Mayor of Warwick 
switch the town's Christmas 
lights on at 7pm. 
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT AT 
CARRDUS SCHOOL 

Carrdus School Overthorpe 
Half Banbury 0X17 2B$, 

17th November 

The countdown is 
underway for the Carrdus 
School Christmas Fair which 
will usher in the festive 
season on Saturday 17th 
November, in aid of local 
charities Katharine House 
Hospice and Rosy. 

There will be over 50 stalls 
with products ranging from 
clothes and jewellery to 
food and drink. 


Children can enjoy a 
magical Father Christmas" 
grotto and there will be a 
‘secret' area where they 
can choose presents for 
their parents and wrap 
them with the help of the 
Carrdus year six elves. 

There will be an activity 
area to make arts and 
crafts, tombola's for all 
ages and carols wilt be 
sung by the Carrdus school 
choirs. 

w w w. c arrd use h ris t m as fair . 
com 


WELLCHILD CHRISTMAS 
FAIR 

Doyfesford, near Kingdom, 
Moreton-fn-Marsh GL56 
OYG , Sih - 7th November 

Prue Leith CBE will be 
attending The Christmas 
Fair in the Cotswolds at 
Daylesford in support of 
WeUCMd. 

Over 200 stalls, in three 
magnificent marquees, 
will be selling unique and 
inspiring products including 
luxury fashion, home 
accessories, children's toys 
and culinary treats. 



Prue Leith, judge of Channel 
4's The Great British Bake 

Off will be signing books on 
the opening Monday. 

10% of sales are donated to 
WeflChiid. 

w ww. daylesford . com 



Helping you 
make the move 




m 


r r'Hi^yqnrirH] 
OciLitv 


travel back in time 
this Christmas at 
Chastleton House 



National 

Trust 



_5af A Sun 24-25 Nov ; 1-2 Dec A 
8-9 Dec , / 1sm-3pm (Last entry 2.45pm) 

Experience the house dressed tor a traditional 
Victorian Yuletkfe. 

Standard admission applies, 

NT members free. 


T 01295 204000 

t conveyandng@5e-lawoD.iik SDT&tt CnCllCOtt 
www.se-law.co.uk r SOLICITORS 


BANBURY BRACKLEY BICESTER BUCKINGHAM 


Call 01 bOB &74981 for details. 

Visit www.nationaItrusl.org, uk/chastleton-house 


Photo © tvalkmad Trust Jnuges/Heter Giniwn' 

The National Trust is an independent registered charm: number 2CS546 
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eworks 


Thrill the family 
this month with a 
spectacular fireworks 
display. It's a great early 
evening out and there 
are lots of organised 
events on all over the 
Four Shires. Find your 
nearest and enjoy the 
show* 

BODICOTE FIREWORKS 
DISPLAY 


returns. Hot refreshments 
will be available to 
purchase and there is 
plenty ot tree parking. All 
proceeds to local charities, 
www.warwicktownbonfire. 
org.uk 

WOODFORD HALSE 
FIREWORK NIGHT 

Woodford Ha/se sports 
and commumfy hub, 3rd 
November , 5.30pm -1 Ipm 



Woodford sports and 
Community Club have 
the pleasure of hosting 
Woodford Friends of the 
School Association bonfire 
and fireworks night again 
this year. After the support 
from so many last year 
they hope to repeat the 
success by putting just 
os much planning into 
another spectacular 
firework display for 
everyone to enjoy 
followed by the traditional 
lighting of the bonfire. 
Fireworks after party: there 
will be a family disco in 
the clubhouse shortly 
after the fire is lit. 


* 


GREATWORTH 
FAMILY BONFIRE 
AND * 
FIREWORKS 

Greofwprth 
Village, 2nd 
November , 
Gates open / 
6pm, display 
• 7pm 

5 Safe fun, 
supporting 
Greatwarth 
pre-school, 
primary school 
and Whistley 
2000 Scout Group. 

■ 

There wilt be a Barbecue, 
refreshments and tuck * 
shop. Family tickets £12, 
Adults £5 r children and 
OAP^ £3 and Preschool 
Ffeet 


Bod/cote Village Hal/, 
White Post Road, Bod/cote, 
Banbury 0X15 4BN, 5th 
November, 6.30pm . 

There wifi be plenty of fun 
far all the family and lots 
of refreshments available 
to purchase. Price: £4 per 
person, under 5 f s FREE. 


WARWICK BONFIRE AND 
FIREWORK DISPLAY 


Warw/ck Racecourse, 3rd 
November, Gates open 
5.15pm 4 display 6.30pm 

The annual bonfire and, 
firework display 
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BODDINGTON FIREWORKS 


raging bonfire, JACKfm's 


Bod ding ton W//age Ha//, 
Warwick Road, Upper 
Boddrngton, 4th November, 
from 5.45pm 

Firework display, bonfire, 
bar, BSQ, stalls and 
children's entertainment. 
Family of four £12. 

HALLOWEEN FIREWORKS 
DISPLAY 

B/enhe/m Palace , 3rd 
November, 5.30pm-8pm 


soundstage featuring great 
entertainment from local 
acts, Hebbom’s Funfair, 

Fully licenced bar, Special 
family tent, enclosure and 
viewing area accessible 
with purchase of super 
family ticket. The event is 
organised and run for free 
by volunteers from Oxford 
Round Table and all profits 
from the event are donated 
to local charities, with more 
than Elm raised since 


Enjoy a spooktacular 
fireworks display as part of 
a brand-new Halloween 
celebration at Blenheim 
Palace.. Jn addition to the 
pyrotechnics illuminating 
the Great Court and 
frightful light projections, 
the eerie evening will 
include plenty of thrills and 
chills with lots of terribly 
exciting paranormal 
activities. This year 
Blenheim Palace is pleased 
to be supporting Oxfam 
during this event and will 
be donating £2 per ticket 
and all the proceeds from 
the parking to Oxfam's 
vital work fighting poverty 
around the world. Advance 
tickets: Adult £12.00, Child 
£fe.0Q, Concession £10.00, 
Family £32.00. 

OXFORD FIREWORKS 


our first display in 1967. 
Ticket prices vary, www. 
oxfordfireworks.co.uk 

WITNEY RFC BONFIRE 
AND FIREWORKS 
SPECTACULAR 

Witney Rugby C/ub, Hatley t 
Witney 0X29 9UH, 4th 
November, Gates open 
6pm 

This fantastic event will 
have a hog roast, drinks 
and fairground rides along 
with o spectacular display. 

NORTHAMPTON - 
FIREWORKS AT THE RACE 
COURSE 

Northampton Race Course, 
4th November, 2pm- 
7.30pm 

A fun, free bonfire and 
fireworks event is taking 
place at the Racecourse. 


South Park, Oxford, 3rd 
November, from 4.30pm 

Oxford Round Table's 51 st 
Annual Charity Fireworks 
Display will include 
traditional spectacular 
fireworks display, enormous 


Starts at 2pm with music, 
rides and food. An LED glow 
and fire show takes place 
from 5.45pm followed by 
Fireworks from 6.30pm. The 
event closes at 7.30pm. 
www.northampton.gov.uk 


FOUR SHIRES EVENT 


All Creatures Great and Smalt Category: 1 Pair of wild ponies on Long Myrid Shropshire by Stephen 
Ashman (winner): 2 Pear thief by Stephen Powles; 3 Reflection by Eleanor Price: 4 Born to roam by Alison 
Jones: 5 Fresh fish by Chris Gibbs: 6 Look into my eyes By Tony Warr: 7 Waking tiger by James Sabin 


phofgraphy 
success for 
Bicester vet 






Human:Animal Bond Category: 
8 Bull rumenofomy by Jack 
Reece: 9 Dairy tour By Ben 
Smith: ID HR pine marten 
emergency by Alan Hartley: 11 
Knitting by Marisa Da Fonseca 
Ferreira; 12 Home visit by Robin 
Hargreaves: 13 Best part of the 
job by Peter Myatt (winner) 


Bicester vet pips 
competitors to the post 
in third BVA Veterinary 
Photographer of the Year 
competition 

Companion animal 
vets Peter Myatt and 
Stephen Ashman have 
clinched top spot in their 
respective categories in the 
annual British Veterinary 
Association's (BVA) 
Veterinary Photographer of 
the Year competition. 500 
entries from vets across the 
UK offered a unique insight 


into the wonderful life 
of a veterinary surgeon. 

PDSA vet Stephen 
Ashman captured the 
judges' attention with 
his stunning image of 
a pair of wild ponies in 
the l AII creatures great 
and small 1 category, 
while Gagingwell 
based Peter Myatt 
who works at a Bicester 
based veterinary 
practice won in the 
■ Human:animal bond 1 
category 
with "Best 
part of a 
job\ which 
shows a 
laid back 
3 0-week- 
aid cocker 
spaniel puppy 
lounging 
contentedly on 
Peter's lap. 
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Truly a care home 
with a difference... 

What difference does it make 
when a nursing home has been 
rated outstanding in all five 
inspection areas by the Care 
Quality Commission (CQC)? 

The difference is having complete 
peace of mind. It is also having 
complete confidence. You know yon 
or your loved ones are staying in a 
place where every aspect of care is, 
quite simply, outstanding. 

For some, the idea of moving into 
a care home is full of worrying 
feelings. The loss of independence, 
the moving away from familiar 
surroundings, perhaps the concern 
of losing contact with friends and 
family — all may combine to create 
a fear of taking a step into the 
unknown. It doesn't have to be like 
that. 


Outstanding in every 

• * 

A CQC inspection rating of 
outstanding in every area helps to 
allay all these fears, because you 
know an independent, rigorous 
procedure has checked every aspect 
of care for you, and found it to be 
outstanding in all respects. There are 
no unknown qualities to the care, it 
is all of the highest standard. 

Our spacious, purpose built 
environment, central yet rural 
location and most importantly, 24 
hour attention front qualified nursing 
and care staff assure you of the best 
possible experience. 

At Gods well Park your stay will be 
like visiting a plush hotel, with as 
much or as litde involvement from 
our staff as you wish. We provide 
the discreet and sensitive support, 
security, respect and dignity that is 
everyone’s right should the time come 
to move into a care environment. 


Confidence and 
complete care... 

Each of our staff members is 
dedicated to enhancing the quality 
of life of our residents, whe ther it be 
providing the nursing and personal 
care that is individually tailored to 
each resident’s needs, ensuring the 
building is kept spotlessly clean, 
offering a spectacular menu at 
mealtimes or maintaining our eight 
acres of grounds where residents and 
their friends can enjoy a walk in a 
delightful setting. 

Many care homes may say these 
words, but Godswell Park has a 
proven track record amongst die 
18,000 care homes registered with the 
CQC in England to deliver care and 
service in each of these areas to such 
high standards. 


For further information , to request a brochure or to arrange a visit please contact us on 01295 724000 

or by email to info@godswellpark.co.uk 


Tel: 01295 724000 

Emaii: info@godswellpark.co.uk 

GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, 
BLOXELAM, OXFORDSHIRE OX15 4ES 

















GODSWELL PARK 

Godswell Park is the first standalone general nursing 
home solely for older people in England out of the 
18,000 registered with the CQC to achieve a score of 
outstanding in all five inspection areas. 


Care Quality Commission Rating... 


OUTSTANDING 


Is the service safe? “The service was exceptionally safe. 

Is the service effective? “ The service was highly effective. ” 

Is the sprvirp rorinff? 

Is the service responsive? ' The ser vice was exceptionally responsive." OUTSTANDING 

Is the service well-led? "The service was extremely well-led\ ” OUTSTANDING 


OUTSTANDING 

service caringr The service was exceedingly caring. ” OUTSTANDING 


"The environment was death beautifully decorated and had 
stunning , well-kept and accessible gardens. There was a tranquil) 
warm and welcoming atmosphere throughout . We saw that people 
were relaxed and staff demonstrated an exceptionally caring 

attitude. 

Peoples needs were met by staff that had the right competencies* 
knowledge , qualifications* skills^ experience> attitudes and 
behaviour. We saw all staff at the home demonstrated kindness , 

respectj compassion and dignity. ” 
















ARTS AND ANTIQUES 


TRY SOMETHING NEW 

It's so easy to become 
attached to a certain way 
of drawing or painting. 

You may find yourself 
constantly going back 
and repeatedly working 
on the same subject or 
using the same method 
of working. This is fine, but 
this doesn't always help to 
inspire you further on your 
creative journey. 

It is great to occasionally 
step out of your comfort 
zone and try something new, even if you don't think 
you will enjoy it: if you paint try pottery, if you draw 
portraits, try painting trees. Don't allow fear of failure to 
overtake you. If something new hasn't worked out the 
way you thought it would, you have learnt a lesson for 
the next time you try. Utilise that nervous energy and 
apprehension, and allow it to lead you in new directions, 
and if you enjoy it but it isn't perfect, try again. 

I have a saying on my art classroom wait; it says: ‘That 
which we call failure is really that necessary struggle 
called learning.' 




Mallams 


Wednesday 14th November 
at 11am 


Viewing times: 

Saturday loth Nov&nt>er gam - 1pm 

Monday 12tfi ft. Tuesday 13fh hJov/emdef 9am - spm 

And cm Sale Da\ Tram S.30ain 


the Qf 



with BARRY WHITEHOUSE of THE ARTERY 

Parson's Street Banbury 
wwwJhearteryontine.co.uk 


ART SURGERY 

In the studio with artist Etta 
Hendy, 

Banbury based artist, Ella 
Hendy's creations have 
such a distinctive style; you 
always know when you 
chance upon one of her 
pieces in an exhibition. J 
caught up with her in her 
studio to ask about how she 
creates her work, and what 
is En store far her in the next 
12 months. 

Where do you get you 
Inspiration? 

My ‘Scribbles' series of 
paintings started from one 
moment - when I walked 
into a room and found 
my little girl scribbling an 
the wall! That brought 
back memories of my own 
childhood when the house 
was being decorated 
and I was given free rein 
to draw all over the walls 
fan absolute dream for 
me). And so a whole series 
of paintings with children 
ripping wallpaper and 
drawing on the wall was 
inspired. 

i am fascinated by the idea 
of what you might find when 
you tear back layers of 
wallpaper - a blank canvas 
of endless possibilities, a 




hidden message, or even a 
portal to another world. This 
thought process has inspired 
me to create an exciting 
new series of 3D paintings 
where a hidden depth 
and meaning is uncovered 
through tearing back layers. 

Whaf medium do you work 
in and why? 

Although oil paints always 
used to be my preferred 
medium, I find myself 
working mainly in acrylics 
now. I really like the 
versatility of acrylic paints 
and what can be achieved 
with them. 1 often use 
wallpaper in my art, and 
acrylics work well with this. 
They also work well with ink, 
pencil, glue - any medium 
I want to throw in to mix 
things upJ 

How do you create your 
fabutous work? 

I like to work from life, but to 
be more practical usually 
work from photos I have 
taken. 1 then mix them with 
a lot of imagination. 

Once I've prepared the 
canvas or board, I normally 
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start by sketching out 
the main elements of the 
composition. If I am using 
wallpaper, that part often 
comes next - I enjoy tearing 
it and using it to form 
interesting shapes around 
the sketched components. 
Then 1 get to work on the 
painting - underpainting the 
figurative work, and usually 
keeping to a limited colour 
palette when building them, 
up. Once I'm happy with 
the likeness of the subject 
it h s time to take a step 
back and look at the whole 
again. This is where I may 
add something additional 
into the foreground - adding 
extra interest and helping to 
bring the painting together. 

When creating my latest 
series of 3D paintings, 
the process is similar, but 
starts with the technical 
construction of the extra 
dimension through the 
canvas board. It can take 
a lot of figuring out, but 
when I am. happy I have 
done so, l get started by 
sawing a hole in the board, 
t then use canvas paper 
and cardboard to create 
the structure that will go 
into it, strengthening it 
at the back by applying 
layers of decoupage 




medium. I sometimes apply 
decoupage medium over 
the paint on the front of the 
structure too if that finish suits 
the design. The fun thing 
about these 3D paintings is 
that I only see them come 
together right at the end 
when I bring both elements 
together, t may then have 
to go back and do a bit 
of extra work to help the 
interplay between them, but 
it is an exciting process. 

I love how paintings con 
evolve through the course of 
creativity, so although I may 
start out with a clear idea 
in my head, the finished 
painting always brings 
something more. 

What advice could you give 
to aspiring artists? 

Enjoy creating what you 
want to create and just put 
yourself out there - there 
are so many different ways 
and opportunities to do 
so. And don’t feel like you 
have to do it alone - join an 
art society or group, get to 
know other artists through 
events or online groups, 
work together to help your 
shared love of art. 

But remember it's not an 
easy choice. Although 1 
always have a big smile 
on my face when people 
ask me what I do for a job 
(painting doesn't feel like 
work at all!), there is a lot 
of hard work involved in 
being a professional artist. 

It is just tike any other job 
when it comes to being 
self-employed - the admin 
and accounts need doing, 
marketing and sales 
opportunities need to be 


explored, contacts need to 
be built. All of this takes time, 
and without any fixed salary. 

It also takes time to establish 
yourself. After a number 
of years now I would still 
probably class myself as 
an emerging artist. But 
the journey is fun, and fhe 
reward of doing what you 
love most is absolutely 
priceless. 

What's new for 2018/2019? 

This has been a busy year, 
with my solo exhibition at 
The Mill Arts Centre, and 
events such as Leamington 
Art in the Park and 
Warwickshire Open Studios. 
The rest of 2018 includes the 
finals of the Banbury Artist of 
the Year, and commissions 
to fulfil ready for Christmas. 

I won’t be doing as many 
Christmas fairs this year, 
but will be selling online 
and through Church Lane 
Gallery in Banbury. 



I’m looking forward to 
a great start in 2019 by 
showcasing some new works 
at Church Lane Gallery 
throughout January, along 
with Barry Whitehouse and 
Liz Dixon. My head is buzzing 
full of creative ideas as usual 
so I expect there will be lots 
of new things to come! 

oppose page; Ella Hettdy 
(courtesy Rachel Prew 
Photography): First Scribbles 

top, from left: Drive-by Scribbles: 
Uncovered: Re-covered 

below left: Porthole Portal - Ella 
Hendy 


Brackley Antique Cellar 

not just another antique centre... 


We have 200 independent antique dealers. 
We also do interiors 



Bespoke kitchens' lighting* upholstery 
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above: final map for fhe book 
right: Susan Wheeler. The Ashmoteon Staircase 

below: Jane Strother, Of moor 




Oxford through 
the artists’ eye 


fhe Oxford Art Book, 

the second in the 
City Art Book Series 
was launched in its home city recently. 

From an open selection process, over 96 
artists submitted 500 amazing contemporary 
images for consideration for inclusion in the 
Oxford Art Book', 


The result is a vibrant book with a foreword 
by celebrated pottery designer Emma 
Bridgewater. 

If is a fabulous celebration of Oxford and its 
surrounds through the eyes of the artists it 
inspires. The book Is created and edited by 
Emma Bennett and is published by UIT/Green 
Books, Cambridge. 

It is priced at £14.99 
ISBN: 9781906860344 





bottom, from feft: Caroline Rtfs on. Oxford Castte; 
William Rowsell Cherweil Boathouse: Mark Cotlfoss, 
Oxford drawing 

right, from top: Jane Peart. Radcliffe Camera: Or si 
Kozei ffaclrffe Camera (on our front cover tb/s 
monffrj; Richard O’NeltL Headington Shark 

far right: Andrew Manson. covered market 
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around the qa 


ADDERBURY AND THE 
GREAT WAR 

Meffiodr'sf Chope/ 
Schoo/room, Adderbury 
0X17 3NA, 10th November, 
I Jom-Spm (beiow) 

Adderbury Hilary 
Association's exhibition 
com mem orates the rofe of 
all the village people from 
1914 - 1918 . 

The Exhibition attempts to 
present a picture not just of 
the men who served but all 
the Adderbury people and 
their contribution to the war 
effort. 


his ‘artistic journey 1 , and 
include Provence, Venice, 
Cuba, the Scottish Coast 
and landscapes around 
Oxford. Most pictures 
are painted ‘en plein 
air\ Through this series 
of themes he explores 
aspects of space, light, and 
colour. In some themes he 
uses concepts of detail to 
examine and manipulate 
emerging abstraction. In 
others, he reflects the nature 
and form of the land. 


OUR PLACE 


The Old Fire Station, 
40 George Street, 
Oxford 0X1 2AO, 

16th November - 5fh 
January 20 19 fbetowj 


Crisis artists, alongside 
lead artist Katie Taylor 
present an exhibition of 
work which explores a 
sense of ‘place'. The artists 
investigated aspects of 
the Old Fire Station that 
are often unnoticed - 
the corners of rooms, 
sinks, under furniture - 
and experimented with 
techniques, creating work 
which records the traces 
of human activity. The 
exhibition brings these 
unnoticed elements to the 
forefront and reminds us to 
always look deeper. 


It gives a feeling for the part 
they played in fund raising 
whilst trying to maintain 
stability and the economy 
on the home front. 

The exhibition will include 
photographs, pictures, 
memorabilia and original 
documents combine to 
show what life was like 
during the chaos of 1914 — 
1918 . 

AND LIFE IS COLOUR BY 
JON ROWLAND 

Wo/fson College, Linton 
Road, Oxford 0X2 6UD, 

12th - 29th November, 
]Qam-7pm (above right) 

Jon Rowland has drawn 
on a number of locations 
that have influenced his 
ideas on abstraction. These 
have all played a part in 


SPIT AND POLfSH: FROM 
KITCHEN MAIDS TO 
CONSERVATION 

Canons Ashby Nafiona/ 
Trust, near Daventry, 
Northamptonshire , NN1 1 
3SD, Every Saturday and 
Sunday from 3rd - 25th 
November, 1 lam-2.30pm 
(above) 

How can onion water or 
brick dust help you look after 
your home? What other uses 
for tea leaves are there? 
Discover the differences 
between how the Victorian 
servants and the modern 
conservation team keep 
the house and collection 
looking spick and span, in 
the Great Kitchen at the 
end of your visit. 

c a no ns ash by @n a tie n altrus t , 
org.uk 


REFLECTIVE BEAUTY 

The Mill Arts Centre, 
Banbury, uniii 1st 
December (top right) 

Oxfordshire artist, Caroline 
Pigden presents a series of 
paintings that are beautiful, 
detailed and challenging 
to our perception of what 
is ugly or imperfect or 
luxuriously brutal. Caroline's 
work considers the idea 
that the darkest aspects of 
our culture can somefimes 
deliver a sensation of 
beauty that burns equally 
as brightly. She has painted 
in oils since childhood and 
her many works appear in 
public collections, churches 
and private collections 
across the UK. 


eries 



OLIVE GIBBS CENTENARY 
EXHIBITION 


Cuffestowe Community 
Centre , 31 Wren Rood 
Cutfes/owe, Oxford 0X2 
7SX, 5th - 3Dfh November, 
9om-Jpm (above) 

Olive Gibbs, born in 1918 
in the ‘tough but full- 
blooded' parish of St 
Thomas's in West Oxford 
became a redoubtable 
local Labour politician, 
peace campaigner, and 
founding member of CND. 
During her long political 
career she helped to stop 
the building of an inner 
relief road through Christ 
Church Meadow, prevented 
the mass clearance of 
housing in Jericho and 
was instrumental in the 
demolition of the infamous 
Cutteslowe Walls. She 
protested against the 
Spanish Civil War with 
Denis Healey and later led 
anti-nuclear marches with 
Marc So/an, Joan Baez and 
Donovan. This exhibition 
reveals more of Olive's 
exfraordinary life and legacy 
to Oxford. 
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destination shooDina 



Ihxs page: 

above left: Hie Oxford 
Covered Market 

above right: Sweeney 
Todd Jn Leamington Spa 

below: Hie Oxford 
Cheese Company 
cheeses fn Hie Oxford 
covered market 

opposite page; 

fop left: Russell Lane, 
Warwick 

bottom, from left: 
Madeleine and Marefc 
in Hie Wots/ey of 
Bicester Village: Gusto, 
Leamington Spa 


W hether you're happy about it or not, 
it's that time of year when shopping 
expeditions are very firmly placed on 
the itinerary. 

Some of you will exclaim that shopping trips 
should be a weekly, if not daily occurrence - 
and of course - for essentials they often are. 
The shopping expeditions we are featuring 
however concern gifts, presents, nick knacks, 
miscellanea and comestibles - here are some 
of our favourite destinations. 

OXFORD 

Oxford has its Debenhams, Marks and 
Spencer and Waterstones. These are to be 
found in Cornmarket, Queen Street and High 
Street, However, there's far more to Oxford 
shopping than just these old staples. Head 
to the covered market, Jericho and further 
afield to find independents that are so much 
more fun than the chain stores. 


Markets 

The Covered market can be accessed from 
High Street or Market Street. There’s super 





independent cheese mongers, butchers and 
flower shops, fruit and veg stalls, as well as 
little boutiques, it's particularly atmospheric in 
the weeks leading up to Christmas. 

Local specialities 

You can get hold of Oxford Blue cheese 
(simitar to Stilton but with a creamier 
consistency) in the Oxford Cheese Shop. 

If you are heading to Oxford from the north, 
take a moment to stop in Summertown, there 
are a number of independents here - and 
who could resist a visit to such a wonderfully 
named settlement! 

LEAMINGTON, STRATFORD UPON AVON 
AND WARWICK 

These three historic towns are very closely 
linked in south Warwickshire, yet each has its 
own character. 

Leamington Spa is packed full of restaurants 
and eateries as well as associated suppliers. 
Haddfe and Trilby is now firmly established as 
a top notch bakery in the town and the Royal 
Priors arcade as well as the new Regent Court 
restaurant area. 

Warwick is more understated as a shopping 
venue, but the boutiques and jewellery shops 
make the town worth an extra visit. Other 
than just stopping at the castle have a look 
at the shops too. 

Stratford upon Avon is another shopping 
destination that is occasionally thought of as 
simply a tourist destination. 

Every first and third Thursday there is the bi¬ 
monthly farmers market. Here you will find a 
great variety of independent food suppliers: 

Bob Wagstaff supplies free range eggs. The 
old Sandlin Fruit Farm and Goreshilt Abbey 
Farm provide fruit and vegetables. Organic 
cheese comes from Heath Farm and Fowlers 


30 


FOUR SHIRES NOVEMBER 201 S 



























SHOPPING IN THE SHIRES 



of Earlswood. Cheeses can be also be 
sourced of Crome Cuisine - and one of the 
very best cheese shops, Paxton and Whitfield 
can be found in the town centre. 

BANBURY 

As shopping destinations go, one could 
do worse than venture into Banbury in 
North Oxfordshire. There are now two large 
shopping destinations in this charming market 
town as welt as a traditional centre with many 
independent outlets. 

There is a bohemian 'feel' shopping area 
in the town that is based around the 
pedestrianised area (Parsons Street, Butchers 
Row, Church Lane and the Market Place). 

This part of the town is a little like the lanes' 
in Brighton, featuring artists, galleries, antique 
shops, fashion venues and independent 
cafes and boutiques. 

If you are visiting on a Saturday be aware 
that market place parking is restricted. 

BICESTER VILLAGE 

One of the most famous shopping 
destinations in the area is the massive 
discount centre at Bicester. 

Bicester village hosts many designer outlet 
shops including brands such as Levis, Charles 



Tyrwhitt, Ralph Lauren, White Company, 

Cath Kidson and Burberry. Whilst there you 
can enjoy breakfast or lunch at one of the 
better restaurants - The Farmhouse or The 
Wolsley spring to mind. 

If you are visiting Bicester, make a trip a little 
further out to Weston on the Green, there 
are a number of shops based there that are 
truly unique. 

To the north east of Banbury, there are a 
couple of independent destinations that 
are worth visiting. The Heart of the Shires 
shopping centre and the Old Dairy are 
both based on the A5 heading towards 
Northampton, both are great for gifts not 
found in town centres. 

Whatever your shopping destination, 
do make the effort to visit your focal 
independents. 

It Vs very easy to buy alt your worldy 
requirements at the touch of a button on 
a computer screen. Doing so sends your 
hard earned cash to vast multi nationals 
that, whilst being cheap, do nothing to 
support your local area. Additionally, it could 
be argued that they do very little for the 
country as a whole - paying very little in tax 
in the UK... • 







from top; Warwick: The 
Moorings, Leamington 
Spa; Dr Um r Leamington 
Spa; Sic ester Village 
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underneath the 
Christmas tree 

Christmas is just around the corner and it's 
time to start thinking about the gifts you'll be 
putting under your Christmas tree. From advent 
calendars to kick off the December fun, to things 
for the home, toys for the children and fashion 
for everyone, there's lots to be found in our local 
shops. Here are a few Ideas to get you started... 

left: Rechargeable booklights £35 or £55 at Neilie 
and Dove, Market Place, Deddington 0X15 OSE, 

01869 336972, www.nellieanddove.com, ^ 

bottom left: Heyland and Whittle soaps, room diffusers, 
candles and hand cream, from £3 to £30, from Barn 
Farm Plants, Wardlngton 0X17 1SN, 01295 758080, www. 
barnfarmplants.co.uk 
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below: super 


mugs from Emma 


Bridgewater at Heart of 
the Shires, Watling Street 


Northampton, NN7 4LB, 


01327 349508, 


www.heartoftheshires.co.uk 
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above: Pure Origins | _ | 

jeweller/ and poppy 

necklace, all from Farnborough Golden Centre, 
Southom Rood, Farnborough, Banbury 0X17 1EL, 01295 
690479, www.farnboioughgordencentre.co.uk 

below left: leather bags teamed with Luxury fabric by 
Moon, £37.99 to £34, and decorative plotters, dishes 
and salad bowls £10.99 to £40.99, all Barn farm PLants 
(see opposite for contact details) 

below, from left: Super Super Dough Set and Ultimate 
Fire Truck, Pass the Word, Girraffes in Scarves and 
What a Performance, all from the Entertainer, Castle 
Quay Shopping Centre, Banbury 0X16 SUN, 01295 
256296, www.castlequay.co.uk 

right, from top: advent calendars from Body Shop 
(1 and 2), Debenhams (3 and 4), Boots (5), M&S (6), 
Thorntons (7) 
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charity fashion show 



Deddington Church was transformed last 
month as It played host to a Charity 
Fashion Show for local emporium 
Nellie & Dove, who showed off 
their fully styled autumn/winter 
collection. 


ppgg*# p j* 


Well attended, ticket sales 
raised funds for the new 
church organ and local 
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charity Lets Play 
Project' Banbury 
who support over 
TOD families with 
children and 
young adults who 
have extra 
additional needs. 

The ten models 
included six ladies 
and four 
gentlemen, 
plus a debut spot 
by teenagers 
from Tudor Hall 
School. 

Their next fashion 
show will be In 
March 2019. 
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ouna 


There's nothing better than a cosy night in over the 
Christmas break, in front of the television, cuddled up 
on the sofa in comfy loungeweor and a pair of warm 
slippers... 

1 Lounge & Sleep navy check print cotton pyjama set, 
£25; 2 boys 3 navy space print pyjama set, £10-£17; 

3 Lands' End white girls 1 snug lit graphic pyjama set 

4 grey fleece throw, £20 from M&Co; 5 Maine New 

England grey checked pyjama set, £28 (all 
from Debenhams, Castle Quay Shopping 
Centre, contact details on page 33) 

fiaBUSeg- 6 Harrison hot water bottle in grey 
ySuHL Marie £30 from Soho Home: 7 pink 
gLjlpJBfc fluffy mules, £10 from F&F; 8 cosy 
P$S§( Mjsk wraps and jumpers from 

4 W™ ™ 7 MASH (contact details on 

page 33); 9 younger boys 
grey mouse slippers, £14 
^ from M&S . 


10 ptnk 
loungeweor 
top, £16; pink 
loungeweor 
trousers, 
£15; pom 
pom bootie 
slippers, £18; 
cable knit 
scarf, all 
from M&Co 
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stress- 
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snopping 


I ove it or hate it "tfs the season' 
to start your Christmas Shopping. 

_ We have already given you a 

fantastic list of local places to visit to 
embark on your festive shopping but 
this won't necessarily take the stress 
out of the whole situation. 


Here are some tips 
to take with you 
when you shop local 
this November and 
December. 

Make a shopping list: 

Write down the list of 




people you plan on buying gifts for. 
Critically consider who should be 
on your gift list and don't be afraid 
fo trim if. Start with your immediate 
family and close friends, and 
selectively add to your list from there. 

Set a spending limit: Many people 
overspend on Christmas gifts by 
letting their emotions get the best of 
them. It's easy to feel guilty when it 
comes to holiday spending. Da you 
need to spend £50 an every one of 
your nieces and nephews? Figure out 
the total amount of money you want 
to spend on presents, and divide it up 
among each person on your list. 


Pay in cash: The easiest way to not 
go into debt is to use cash instead af 
credit to buy gifts. You 1 II be forced fa 
stick to your budget. 

Shop by yourself: If you shop alone, 
you'll likely spend less money, 
especially if you have friends with 
poor money habits. A shopping 
partner In crime can distract you 
from your plan by convincing you 
to buy something unplanned and 
unnecessary. 

Don't go crazy on the children: It is 

very easy to go overboard when it 
comes to buying for children. Try this 
gift-giving idea where each child 


Michelle has 
found the perfect 
party outfit... 
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NEW LOOK 
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ROMAN 


PANDORA 


Find what you’re looking 
for at Castle Quay 

#CrossedOffYour!_ist 
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www.castlequay.CG.uk 
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gets four presents: a wont, a need, 
a wear and a read. 


Buy a combined gift: You can save 
money while stiEi giving great gifts by 
giving a slightEy more expensive gift 
to two or mare people in one family 
instead of buying individual gifts for 
every person. 


Christmas shopping on a budget 
reduces stress: It's a stressful time of 
year for many peopte with money 
being tight or having a lot of people 
to buy presents foe To avoid the big 
credit card bill that will be due in 
January and to keep from paying for 
gifts from now unfit next Christmas, 
have a shopping plan and a 
spending budget. Know how much 
you 1 II spend on each person, what 
you're going to buy them, and pay in 
cash. 


Give yourself the gift 
of starting the New 
Year with less debt 
and more money 
in your pocket] # 

money box. JTJ 1.99 
from Am 020 ft 



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

The popular annual appeal for 
people across the Banbury area 
to fill a shoebox with a selection 
of gifts for a needy child 
overseas is up and running. 

Every year individuals, 
businesses, churches, schools 
and other groups work together 
for the Operation Christmas 
Child campaign. 

In 201 7, 2,330 filled shoeboxes were sent from the satellite warehouse at 
The Peoples Church in Horsefair, Banbury, to needy children in Bulgaria 
and Belarus. 

Gifts can include basic toiletries, school stationery, fays, hats and sweets 
and each shoebox needs ta include £5 for shipping. 

Leaflets giving more information are available from Leeds Building Society 
and Shoe Zone on High Street, Banbury: The Entertainer in Castle Quay 
Shopping Centre: and from Bodicote Stores and Post Office on Molyneux 
Drive, Bodicote. 

Filled shoeboxes should be taken to a drop-off point (see website for 
all locations) between November 1st and ISth, from where they will be 
collected and processed ready for shipment overseas. 

www.operationchristmaschitd.org.uk 




NELLI E JfDOVE 


menswear womenswear 


jewellery | shoes | home | gifts 




t 



Marketplace, Deddington, Oxfordshire 0X15 OSE 

t: 01869 336 972 w: nellieanddove.com 

free parking and over 1000 sq. ft of retail heaven:) 
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SHOPPING IN THE SHIRES 



Heart of fhe Shires 
Shopping Village 

for fhose who love lo shop 




C hristmas shopping should be a pleasure, 
but all too often crossing people off 
that gift list can mean traipsing round 
town centres, battling traffic jams, expensive 
parking and stressed-out crowds. 

So why not put the sparkle back into 
the process? Just 10 minutes 4 drive from 
Northampton, Daventry and Towcester, 

Heart of the Shires shopping village offers 
free parking and wifi in a rural setfing, with 
a unique combination of designer brands 
and unusual, stylish items you won't find on 
the high street. Who says shopping can't be 
relaxing? 

There truly is something for everyone. Our 
award-winning coakshop is a food lovers' 
paradise with brands including U Creuset,. 

KitchenAid, Emma Bridgewater and Dualit. 

Gourmets will also love stocking up on 
specialist foods or ordering a hamper. 

Staying with the home, our wonderful interiors 
shop [incorporating soft furnishings and 
interior design business), features made-to- 
last sofas and chairs from Faiker Knoll, Tetrad 
and Duresta, as well as unusual gift ideas 
and stocking fillers from libra, nkuku and 
Designers Guild. 

Another business offers treats for the green¬ 
fingered, including antique garden tools, 
lanterns and lag baskets, while there's also 
a lamp specialist for dork winter days. If 
you're looking for something hand-made and 
unique, check out quirky upcycled furniture 
and accessaries, with independent artisans 
selling vintage and collectables. 

Clothing for men and women is another 
major attraction - where better to come 
for that knock-out festive frock or essential 
outdoor jacket? Lifestyle fashion boutiques 


offer clothes for any occasion, from casual 

Seasalt, NYDJ and Masai to more formal 
outfits from Betty Barclay, essential outdoor 
and countrywear from Baibaur and 
Biakebum and a Robell showroom. 

Brides-to-be will love our designer bridal 
boutique and bridal accessories shops for 
their fairytale big day, while shoes, handbags 
and jewellery are an offer too. For the 
final touch, a watch boutique specialises 
in pre-loved timepieces to add style and 
individuality. 

Greetings cards and gifts from Charlie Bears 
and Jelly Cat can also be found while our 
traditional sweet shop provides a sherbet 
lemon and peanut brittle trip down memory 
lane. 

But Heart of the Shires isn't only about 
shopping: services include pampering hoir 
and beauty salons, dog training and dog 
grooming. Afterwards, why not commission a 
pet (or family) portrait from our photography 
studio? There's even a traditional tearoom for 
that well-deserved, post-shopping cuppa! 

Heart of the Shires Shopping Village is on 
the A5, near Weedon, Northampton NN7 
4LB /between junction 16 and IS of the M IJ. 
Open daily i0am-5pm, excluding Christmas 
Day, Boxing Day and New Year's Day. 
hearto fth eshires .co.uk • 
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A Tasteful Experience 

Is a new gift and 
lifestyle shop in 
Witney town centre. Only 
stocking ‘Srifish Goods And 
Goodies', Alison Graham 
the business owner has 
curated a wonderful array 
of products for this unique 
shop. 




Alison stocks a wide range 
of goodies including 
award winning handmade 
chocolates, through to 
home furnishings and 
accessories. There are 
decadent velvet cushions 
and gorgeous woollen 
blankets and throws. Reed 
diffusers and candles, 
containing natural oils 
and plant extracts, sit 
alongside hand forged 
Welsh and Scottish 
ironwork like cheese knives, 
candlesticks and even 
a fireside companion 
set. Here you might find 
the perfect ottoman for 
your home, a burred oak 
presentation board for a 
gift, a card for a friend or 
artisan handmade treats 
for your pampered canine 
companion. Searching for 
home goods? There's a 
selection of aprons, tea- 
towels and oven gloves, 
mugs and coasters. Plenty 
for fhe man in your life too 
with funky mismatched 
socks and aromatherapy 



oil based grooming 
products including shave 
oil and beard oil. 

Of course, Christmas will 
soon be upon us and Alison 
offers Christmas books, tree 
decorations, stockings, 
sacks, bunting, and a 
range of homewares such 
as table mats, coasters, 
napkin rings and quirky 
recycled glasses. 

In short there's something 
for all budgets and 
occasions, as prices start at 
£3.50 and go up. If you're 
after a card and small 
gift, Alison can help. Or if 
you're in the market for a 
more significant present for 
a loved one or something 
for yourself as a treat - it's 
here. You can rest assured 
that you won't find Alison's 
stock anywhere else in 
Witney or nearby, so for 
quality and exclusivity then 
you need look no further. 

Situated in Langdale Court 
off the Market Square in 
Witney with three hours 




of free parking close to 
the shop, it's in an Ideal 
location. Here customers 
are welcome to browse, 
ask any questions about 
the products, and Alison 
will do her best to help if 
you're stuck for ideas. On 
duty in the shop with Alison 
is Camellia, her treasured 
Pomeranian, and she loves 
meeting people as much 
as Alison does! $ 




A Wasteful Experience 

BRITISH GOODS AND GOODIES 


www.alasterulexperience.co.uk 
01993 772023 or 07775 507412 
9 Langdale Court. Witney OX28 6FG 
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his ‘n’ 




1 lime, Basil & Mandarin 
Collection Gift Set, £33.50, 
Cole & Co; 2 Festive Sack 
of Peppermint Candy. 
Body Shop, Castle Quay, 
ntact details page 33) 


For mums and dads, 
sans and daughters, 
sisters and brothers, 
find something 
they'll love at your 
local shops... 



3 Winter in Venice 
Gardeners' Gift Luxury 
Hamper, £34, Cuckooland; 
4 Island Sunset Eau de 
Toilette, £16, M&S 


ISLAND 

SUNSET 


5 Yankee 
Candle gift 

set, £10 from 
Debenhams 
(contact details 
on page 33); 

6 BENEFIT 
'Confection 
Coties' Mini 

Makeup 
Set, £14.50, 
Debenhams 
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SHOPPING IN THE SHIRES 



7 Hampers of Distinction - 
Sparkling gift basket with love; 
£40.99, Debenhams; 8 Dior 
Sauvage men's eau de toilette, 
£54, The Perfume Shop; 9 Gucci 
Guilty men's eau de toilette, 
£50, The Perfume Shop; 10, 11 
and 12 a range of clothing, 
shoes and accessories from 
Henrys of Banbury, 52 High 
Street, Banbury 0X16 5JJ, 
www.henrysofbanbury.com 





1777 

17 IT 




4A; 



"Brimming with itaHi, fmtaiimj the fcejl Incut artlum 
craftspeople & producers tjxiy thingfrom handmade qiffo 
tv l v catty brewed beer & hvt tlilkutufoLd. 

WWW * (UfESI .co.uk 


HENRY'S 

OF BANBURY 




MENSWEARTO HIRE OR PURCHASE 



52 High Street, Banbury Oxon 0X16 5JJ 

01295 251044 

www. he n ry sofban bury.com 
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SHOPPING IN THE SHIRES 



mash it up 


With shops in both Chipping Norton 
and Stowe on the Wold, Mash 
lifestyle offers a diverse range of 
gifts throughout their boutique 
stores. With collections spanning 




from home accessories to ladies and 
gentleman's fashion there really is 
something for everyone. On the 3rd 
November, Mash will be opening 
up the lower ground floor of their 
Chipping Norton Shop. This will make 
room for the addition of a Christmas 
shop on the premises, which will 
offer a greater choice of bespoke 
products along with their already 
expansive collection. 





www.mashlifestyle.co.uk 

9 High Street, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire 0X7 5AD 

01608 644 669 


1 Hollis House, The Square, Stow-on-the-Wold GL54 1AF 

01451870845 
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The first products to be welcomed 
within this space will be same truly 
unique home accessories from 
Morocco. These wilt be nestled next 
to items of a luxury, rural and country 
feel Christmas gifts are always 
plentiful and this year's collection has 
the usual great aesthetic you would 
expect tram an independent retailer. 
With products hand-picked from 
around the world, Mash offers an 
eclectic haven for your shopping this 
festive season. 

9 High Street, Chipping Norton 0X7 
SAD, 01608 644669, and 1 Hollis 
House, The Square, Stow-on-the-Wold, 
01451 870845. 

www.mashlifesty1e.co.uk 
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Living Crafts foi Christmas is 

bringing you four fabulous, 
festive shopping days 
showcasing outstanding, 
contemporary, British craft 
at Blenheim Palace from 
Thursday 15th to Sunday 
13th November. Packed 
with seasonal charm and 
brimming with exquisite 
gift ideas not found on the 
high street this event is 
guaranteed to put you in 
the festive spirit! 







DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING IN STYLE ! 


As the aroma of roasting 
chestnuts and winter 
spices fill the air, 
browse the pavilions 
at Flagstaff and 
choose from 
studio glass, 
handmade 
soaps, fashions, 
puzzles, 
photography, 
art, millinery, 
children's 
clothes, ceramics, 
textiles, toys and 
sculpture. There 


will also be luxurious 
wreaths, garlands, cards, 
candles, decorations and 
handcrafted baubles, 
as well as jewellery 
stands brimming with 
contemporary designs 

Don't miss the twinkling 
Christmas trees in the 
colonnades of the Great 
Court or the artisan 
producers in Tastes 
of Christmas with 
connoisseur 
preserves and 
chutneys, 
handmade 
chocolates, 
waxed truckles, 
festive pies and 
locally made 
charcuterie. 
There will be 
some fabulous 
foodie gifts 
including Christmas 




Thursday 15 th - Sunday 18 tl1 November 


BLENHEIM PALACE 


.Ailvajire Tk'bHs vlainebiiLr - Open [(HXhsm - 5c3Dpni ■ Emit OuLsiUs J fflG2392SlVi S. J (. tit 69Lhin^L'mliiL'K 


British craft showcase 

af Living Crafts for Christmas, 
Blenheim Palace 


Clumst; perfect preStnLs. over 
160 iJtsigncr-inalLtri filing llic hi'rsS 
of British contemporary craft. 

A dav packed ivilh charrrl, 

eiiLerlaimhetiL & fest lvl- treats! 


cakes, traditional puddings 
and sweet treats, not 
forgetting the fantastic 
range af seasonal tipples, 
spiced winter cordials, 
fruit liqueurs, whiskies and 
award winning gins. 

The paface will be at its 
most beautiful, adorned 
with sparkling trees 
and traditional festive 
decorations. 

Further event information 
is available at fivingcrafts. 
ca.uk and you can keep 
up to date with the latest 
event news on Facebook 
(LivingCraltsUK) and Twitter 
[SLivingCraftsUKJ 



www.livingcrafts.co.uk 
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bear’s 

picnic 


‘If you go down in the woods today 
Volt Ye sure of a big surprise 
if you go down in the woods today 
Vou'd better go in disguise! 

For every bear that ever there was 
Wili gafher there tor certain 
Because today’s the day the 
Teddy Bears have their picnic , 

Picnic time tor Teddy Bears 

The llffle Teddy Bears are having 

A lovely time today 

Watch the m, catch them unawares 

And see them picnic on their holiday 

See them gaily gad about 

They Jove to play and shout 

They never have any cares 

At six o'clock their Mommies and 

Daddies will take them home to bed 

Because they Ye tired Ft tie Teddy 

Bears 

Every Teddy Bear who r s been good 

Is sure of a treat today 

There's lots of marvelous things to eat 

And wonderful games to play 

Beneath the trees where nobody sees 

They r ii hide and seek as long as they 

please 

‘Cause that's the way the Teddy 
Bears have their picnic 

Picnic time for Teddy Bears 

The little Teddy Bears are having 

A lovely time today 

Watch them, catch them unawares 

And see them picnic on their holiday 

See them gaily gad about 

They love to play and shout 

They never have any cares 

At six o'clock their Mommies and 

Daddies will take them home to bed 

because they're tired little Teddy 

Bears,,. Because they Ye tired little 

Teddy Bears ' 


V/sft w w w. for n boro ug Ji garden c entre .co.uk 


Songwriters: John W Bratton 
/ Jimmy Kennedy: Teddy 
Bear's Picnic lyrics © Sony/ 
A TV Music Publishing UC 
Warner/Chappell Music. Inc 


or those of you not familiar with 
— the song - we have reproduced 
here the lyrics to the 'Teddy 
Bear's Picnic' a tune that most of us 
will have sung, or had sung to us as 
children,.. 


Should you wish to get hold of 
a gorgeous little teddy bear to 
accompany you whilst you sing, 
there's no better place than 
Farnborough Garden Centre some 
three or four miles 
outside Banbury. 

They are having a 
'Charlie Bear 1 party on 
November 17th from 
9am onwards. There 
will be cakes, honey (of 
course), tea and nibbles 
and a birthday box too. 
There's the chance that 
a signed ‘Charlie Bear' 
might be amongst the 
birthday visitors, so why 
not join them? 
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wth David Wtttiams 

Connect with David: 
wwwAhepottingshed.co. uk 
twitter@pottingshed I 
Instogram - the_pofting_shed_uk 


NOVEMBER IN THE GARDEN 

I he leaves will be falling thick and fast 
now and sweeping them up may seem 
to be a never ending job! Don't think 
of this as a chore, think of all that great leaf 
mould you will have for the garden next year. 

You cannot get any better compost, 
especially if you turn it a couple of times 
through the yean But leaves can be tricky to 
collect up and get to the compost heap as 
they are very light - but very bulky. Don’t give 
upl It is worth the effort. 

November is also the best time to plant out 
your tulips. Plant them at twice the depth of 
the bulb if you are on clay soil or if it does not 
drain freely. It is best to put an inch or two of 
horticultural grit at the bottom of the hole to 
add some drainage. 

Tulips are great planted l en mass' or just 
dotted through your borders, it is still not too 
late to plant out other bulbs. Daffodils and 
hyacinths will just flower a bit later which can 
be an advantage sometimes to extend the 
season. 

If you have any dahlias in the garden you 
will need to start to consider lifting these to 
store them over winter. Cut them down to 
about 6inch [15cm) from the ground then dig 
them out and lay them on the greenhouse 



bench fa dry out. Once dry 
remove all the excess dry sail 
and pack into boxes of dry 
compost or wood shavings 
and store in a cool, dry and 
frost-free place remembering 
to label them all. 

Now Is the best time to order 
all your bare root plants. Bare 
root basically means a plant 
that has been grown In a 
field rather than a pot. Roses 
and edging plants are the 
most popular to be bought as bare root but 
fruit, shrubs, trees even perennials can all be 
bought like this. Whatever you buy, make sure 
you plant them out as soon as possible after 
taking delivery. Never let the roots dry out - 
keep them moist. 

November is also a great time to plant out 
garlic bulbs. Plant them about 3~5cm deep 
and 15cm apart in well prepared soil. 

If you want really early broad beans and 
peas you need to get them in now, although 
If you are on soil that becomes water logged 
over the winter it is worth waiting till spring or 
alternatively start them off in pots. The two 
varieties I grow every year with good results 
are pea ‘Douce Provence' and broad bean 
‘The Sutton 1 . 

They are available from most good, 
local garden centres. 



If you have not done so yet 
can get your over wintering 
sets planted. If the weather 
turned bad and the ground 
frozen, however, you can 
always start them off In 
some pats or cell trays 
in your greenhouse 
or cold frame, 
ready to plant out in 
the spring when the 
weather is better. • 
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Christmas 
Homes and Gardens 

at the garden lovers’ garden centre 


E)QG(a)K?0S(I© Ctrosotee 

www.farnboroughgardcncentre.co.uk 


A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing 
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts 


* Christmas Gifts # 

^ Artisan Glassware ^ 

# Autumn Bedding Plants $ 

^ Wild Bird Care # 

CHRISTMAS TREES & HOLLY WREATHS 
AVAILABLE FROM LATE NOVEMBER 


_W M ? 

i^km' > ii ■•■' f > i ■. r*i 


*£**'11 


A world 


on A423 Southam Road 
nr Farnborough 
Banbury 0X17 1 EL 
01295 690479 


Open six days a week 
Tues-Sat: 9am-5pm 
Sijn:10.3Qam-4.30pnn 
Open bank holiday Mondays 


We will be closed from 25th December until 2nd January 


WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN WON T COST THE EARTH 



Mfh ffte cabbage sfem flea beetle wreaking havoc 
on fhe mosf important of crops and the Minister of 
Agricuiture thinking he can contra/ the weather , 
George Fenemore is in for a rough ride*** 


A s I sit and bash this out 
at the beginning of 
October, we stand at 
the cusp of a new farming 
year. 

This year we wilt turn a new 
page... 

In a few months we wilt face 
an agricultural ‘cliff edge'. 
As ever, the weather gads 
hold the ‘whip' hand, even 
if the good minister thinks 
he is in charge! By now, we 
would be in a ‘normal year 1 
(if there is ever such a thing) 
well on with the planting far 
next year's harvest. 

Although we have had a 
small amount of rain, it has 
been by no means enough 
to get the grain drill out 
of the barn and with little 
forecast in the next week or 
two, the clock is ticking far 
the next harvest. 

After a few showers we did 
take the bull by the horns 
and planted the oil seed 
rape at the end of August. 

It came through well only 
to be taken off by the 
cabbage stem flea beetle! 
The crop is now unviable 
and will be taken out and 



replanted with another but it 
won't be oil seed rape. This 
is something that will have a 
considerable effects on the 
farm rotation. 

The loss at this very important 
crop comes from the 
eagerness of our ‘career' 
politicians to appease the 
‘Green Taliban' and to ban 
the use of modern chemical 
technology under the guise 
of protecting the bee and 
other pollinating insect 
papulations. 

in truth, what they have 
achieved is just the 
opposite,, as we are left 
with old technology that 
has become ineffective. Oil 
seed rope has become a 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 




Domestic & Commercial 
Groundcare Machinery 

A, 


Sales, Service, Spare Parts 





Shenington Airfield Tel: 01295-680711 

Ryan Hall Tel 07860 742701 KRISIf 

www.brucehapkuis.co.ulc 1 v 
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very important crop, as it Is 
the only viabfe vegetable 
oil crop that can be grown 
in this part of the world. 

It is used for food and 
in many other domestic 
situations including biofuel, 
it Is also the only early 
flowering farm crop that 
provides an abundant 
supply of pollen and 
nectar for the bees as they 
come out of their winter 
hibernation... So to impede 
its growth is a bit of an own 
goal for Mr ‘Green' Grove 
and his 'bee' advisors. Ho 
Hum. 

As I have mentioned 
previously the farming page 
at Home Farm has turned 
with a third generation 
taking off to agricultural 
collage, all 6 1 4" of him! 

He is at Moulton, the same 
collage I attended some 50 
years ago, but things for him 
are very different. Fifty years 
ago it was all increased 
production to feed a 
nation still recovering from 
the privations of a world 
war and the effects of 
the cold war, with large 
stocks of food being held 
in government stores. 

Today it is all about the 
environment with our food 
supply coming from imports 
on a hand to mouth basis 
something that could 
prove very difficult in the 
next few months given the 
machinations of our EU exit. 

The farm, student comes 
home on a Friday. He was 
taken to the Rugby ram 
sales where we bought five 
new stock rams. He was 
given the opportunity to 
select and bid for a ram of 
his choice, all part of the 
learning experience and 
he bought a Blue Texel! This 
was within the budget he 
had been given, although 
it was not a breed 1 would 
have bought. I must admit 
it is a rather good sheep, so 
he seems to have the eye 
of his great grandfather. 

He became the fourth 
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generation to buy sheep at 
Rugby. 

Both of the ewe flocks have 
been sorted and by the 
time this hits the door mat 
‘Blue 1 and his pals will be 
out on the rampage with 
the first lambs due at the 
beginning of March. By 
the time they are ready for 
market we will be out of the 
EU facing a very uncertain 
future. 

Although we have been 
given the bare bones of the 
new agricultural policy, the 
devil will be in the detail - 
which as yet has not been 
published. So we are no 
further forward, but we are 
out of the frying pan and 
Into the fire when it comes 
to government support. 

The main thrust of the new 
policy is all environment 
and extra public access. 
Home Farm has any number 
of rights of way, which we 
are obliged to maintain and 
that we do. We are tenants 
at Home Farm and have 
to pay rent on the area of 



bird 


them). 
flppi.es, the 


the farm, 
including 
the rights 
of way t 
These 
cannot be 
cropped, 

something that the ‘map 
waving’ ramblers don't 
appreciate and we are 
often regaled with ‘we 
have the right etc f . We 
regularly have to contend 
with gates being left open 
and wandering stock, 
but that's the name of 
the game in this modern 
environmental utopia. 

Not long ago l was shown 
a photograph of an insect 
and asked if I could identify 
it. Unfortunately I could, it 
was an Asian Hornet and 
since I have caught two 
more, these Asian beasties 
seem to have established 
themselves in this country. 
They are a dedicated 
honey bee killer - something 
that is very bad news. If 
arrived here from the other 
side of the ditch bypassing 
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our almost non-existent bio 
security, in much the same 
way as the varroa mite did 
in the early 90s. The varroa 
mite wiped out 75% of 
my hives in three months 
and fhe only defence 
against it was a chemically 
impregnated strip that 
did not harm the bees. 
However it could not be 
bought in this country as it 
did not have a government 
approval number. It was 
approved for use in the EEC 
and could be imported for 
private use. 

Some 30 years later DEFRA 
still advocate muck and 
magic remedies which 
simply don't work - so just 
what we will do next year 
when we are out of fhe EU is 
open to question... • 
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rhe big rescue evenf 




p/cfures sourced 
and supplied 
courtesy of www. 

johrihaacock. 
co.uk and www. 
theakombuiance 
semce.org.uk 




A fter 20 years in 

the business, iocai 
climber, arborist and 
owner of CIS Forestry and 
Arboriculture Chris Wyatt 
recently helped organise 
an event at Compton 
Verney to help arborists 
become more aware of 
the dangers they face at 
work. 

The Big Rescue Event 
2018 - staged at Compton 
Verney hosted 100 tree 
climbers, giving them the 
opportunity to update their 
tree rescue skills as well as 
raising money for the local 
air ambulance service. 

Twelve proficiency 
assessors, giving their time 
and expertise for free, 
helped climbers register for 
the event. . 

Nigel Fletcher, Director at 
Fletcher Stewart Arborists 
commented, 'The team 



at Sfern loved the idea 
of the Big Rescue event 
from the start. Whilst the 
various competitions and 
other events across the 
industry encourage the 
shoring of know/edge and 
diversifying ski/is, it was 
refreshing to hear of an 
event that sought so iely 
to promote safe working 
practice under more 
typical "work" conditions. 
The fact the event wouid 
also be raising money 
for the air ambulance 
was o huge plus os it's o 
worthy cause that people, 
particularly within the 
orb industry, can get on 
board with. To help support 
the event we offered to 
donate a quick draw 
device for each attendee 
together with raffle 
prizes and ctothing and 
hefmefs for the assessors. 
We constantly strive to 
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deve/op p/oducfs fa fu/fit 
industry requirements so 
the opporfun/ty to be a 
key sponsor of the event 
was fanfostfc - and we f d 
do it again once Chris 
and his team hove hod 
the chance to wind down 
from aft their hard work and 
preparations I” 

When Mark Cattell, Director 
of Dovetail Tree Services 
Limited, was asked why 
they had sent a large team 
to the event he said “We 
were fully supportive from 
the off, if is easy fo miss 
these crucJaf opportunities 
to keep our skills up to date 
and in fine with current 
best practice» We pledged 
to send aft our ctfmbing 
arborists to the event/ 1 


Following the rescue 
sessions, a raffle was held 
and the final amount 
raised for the Works Air 
Ambulance Service was a 
staggering £10,837.24 

Organiser Chris wrapped 
up the day with a vote 
of thanks to all who had 
attended and for helping 
make his dream a reality. 

Having raised the money 
Chris did make the point 
however, that they hoped 
never to have to use the air 
ambulance services. • 





1 Organiser Chris Wyatt: 2 The 
air ambufance; 3 Aerial rescue 
demonstration; 4 Two of the 
instructors; §7he participants 
assembled in the centra* 
arena: 6 Presenting the cheque 
to the Air Ambulance Service; 
lOne to one rescue instruction; 
BTree climber's harness: 

9 Practice rescue by two of the 
participants: II The instructors 
and organizing team, {i fo R. 
Matt George, John Sevan, Rob 
Maicotmson r Andy FJefcher, 

Fhii Rees, Chris Wyatt, Matt 
Breaker , Chris Cooper-Abbs, 
Andy Fielding, Groham 
Daw drey. Richard Gutte ridge, 
Joel dements r Ash Wilde, D . 
Vickers 
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a ga oping 



morning 


wilti Nigel Twisfon-Davies 




Nigel Twiston-Davies, in 
conjunction with his yard sponsor, 
Rob Rexton of Agetur UK, recently 
hosted a morning for owners at 
Grange Hill Farm, Naunton. 

As o great preview for the start 
of the National Hunt Season, 
Nigel showcased horses working 
on the gallops followed by a 
behind the scenes tour of the 
yard. The morning weather was 
very kind; should the elements 
have been adverse however 
everyone could have sheltered 
in Nigel's "in situ f ' double decker 
busJ 


} 

FN 

] 

PILE & SONS 

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 



Husqvarna Automower 


Yamaha YFM90R Small In Size, Big In Fun 


Stihl Cordless Range 


ASPEN stovax cA: 


fuel to! 


f f f f Your t m a q t n a t i a n 



3 

i , 

A5PI* 



Aspen Alkylate Petrol 
Follow us on 



<g» 

CALOR 

E 



MQRRIS 

LUBRICANTS 





Stovax/Gazco Traditional & Contemporary Stoves 


Calor Gas Morris Oils 
(Collection Only) & lubricants 


HR TREE FARM,WARMINGTON, BANBURY OKI 71JL . TEL 01295 211790 . MON-FR! 8AM-5PM . SAT 8.30AM-12N00N . WWW.FNPILE.CO.UK 
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Robert Rexton, Chairman at Agetur and a 
racehorse owner himself, commented that 
the event is a great way to bring together like 
minded people and give them the chance 
to meet and discuss their shared passion for 
horses and racing. 



The morning was followed by an afternoon's 
racing at Warwick racecourse in beautifuf 
Autumnal sunshine. 




1 RichardSparky 1 Be vis 
and Bristol de Mai; 

2 Nigel Twisfon-Davies 
and Rob R ext on at 
Warwick Racecourse 
later in the day: 

3 Richard Sparky' Bevis 
and Bristol de Mai: 

4 Yard Sponsor Robert 
Rexton of AUK with 
Maggie Dixte: 

5 Horses on the gallops: 

6 Joe Anderson on 
Wholestone 


ST/HL BGA 56 

BATTERY POWERED LEAF BLOWER 

The blowing force of this powerful yet light 
blower is perfectly suited to clearing leaves, 
twigs and light debris from around the home 
and garden. * 


FARDL 


Rycoie Lane Farm. Milton 
Common, Gxort, 0X9 2NZ 

Tel: 01844 278843 

f Facebookeam/FarolLtd 


Boddington Rd. By field, 
N r hamptons.hire, NN11 6FL 

Tel: 01327 264844 


u lnstagram.com/Faroiltd ^ Twitter.com/FafoJLtd 


Finns cud 1KT. WUc stocfci lad. EUQL 



Complete with battery & charger 
Easy to control 
Adjustable length 





Garden Centre, Cafe and Antiques 


Fresh Christmas Trees 


AH individually H 


gs for G 


Inspiring Id 


Tuesdays in December - OPEN UNTIL 7PM 


Upper Wardington 

anbury, Oxon 0X17 1SN 

1295 


m:wtm 


Christmas Charity Evening 


f-Ym'fi < i 


L 


it.i 


ft 


£2 Entry 
(under IB s FREE) 
Stalls, Father Christmas, 
Trees, Wreaths and Gifts 


Gifts and Decorations 


FREE Visits to Father Christmas 
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dacole 


Equeslrian 

Excellence 


Local racehorse trainer Ben Case recently 
hosted an 'Owner's Day' forever 150 guests 
at his idyllic stables an the historic Edgcote 
estate, just north at Banbury, Ben trains more 
than 40 National Hunt horses there. 

Owners and guests enjoyed a parade 
of horses with a mix of promising well- 
bred youngsters in addition to proven 
campaigners. Jockeys Daryl Jacob, Max 
Kendrick and Kielan Woods provided insights 
on a number of the horses. An excellent 
marquee lunch was then enjoyed by all. 

The family's long association with racing looks 
set to continue with eldest son Charlie having 
just had his first races under rules and younger 
son George having just started a racing 
apprenticeship. 

Images by Tudor Photography 
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1 Sen Cose wfth 
jockeys Klelan 
Woods, Max 
Kendrick and 
Daryl Jacob: 

Sack: Members 
of fhe feam with 
Sheila Tanist; 2 

Helen Loggin , Steve Sm/fh & Jerry Wrighi; 3 Sarah Case, Mafcom 
Batchelor, Ben Case, Defyfh BatcfieJor; 4 Emma Ki'er, Sarah Case, 
Albert Kier ; 5 Anfhony, Nicola & Alice Mockford; 6 Guesfs head 
for funch: 7 Wendy Moore, Margaref Howleff, Joy & Ron Howlefl; 

8 Em/ly SmiTh. Charge Case. Georgina Lewis; 9 Shanfy Alley 8, 
Jamie Graham : 10 Three year old by M/dn/ghf legend led by 
Jamie Graham: 11 lady Jane Grosvenor & Daryl Jacob: 

12 Members of Norfh & Soufh Racing, Owners of Silent Encore ; 


13 Mox Kendrick, Jamie Graham. 

Danny Hannrg, Charlie Case, David 
Hasfe, George: 14 Michael HowJeff, 

Kafherme Lewis; 15 Jolly lewis & Emilia Case: IB first Drift led by 
Flotian Neagoe: 17 Paul Morris. Pat Murray; 18 Rosemary & Mark 
Barlow: 19 Pefer Meads. Jenny Churchill: 28 Davi'd and Julie 
Frusher. lady Jane Grosvenor: 21 Max Kendrick, Andrew Higgins. 
Carolyn Kendrick ; 22 Marquee lunch enjoyed by all: 23 Robyn 
Bromley, Ben Case, Kafhryn Bromley 
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still life takes centre staae 





1 England's 
Summer 
Bounty, by Rob 
DougaEI. North 
Devon - highly 
commended: 

1 August, by 
Inna Karpova, 
2nd place, 
London: 
3 Figs and a 
Peeled Lemon, 
by Fiona 
Houghton, 
finalist North 
east England: 

4 Pretty in Pink, 

by Rachel 
Piper, Hemel 
Hepstead - 
commended: 

5 Star Anise, by 
Christina Heinx, 

Germany 
- highly 
commended: 
6 Pumpkin, 
by Flavio 
Catalano. 1st 
place. Italy 



he International Garden 
Photographer of the Year 
(IGPOTY) always highlights 
the tremendous amount of 
photographic talent from around 
the world. It sees plenty of entries 
from the UK and also the Four Shires 
area (as we have displayed In 
previous issues). 

Along with their signature 
competition. IGPOTY also run 
three further projects throughout 
the year. These are smaller stand¬ 
alone competitions that give 
photographers the chance to 
explore specific themes and skills. 
The SfiVi Life Photo Project t which 
focused on the art of botanical 
arrangement, has seen winning 
photographs from Italy, New 
Zealand, Germany, USA, Ireland, 
The Netherlands and the UK. 

www.igpoty.cam 
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ou story 


With the festive season 
almost upon us, it is often a 
good time to sort through 
our children’s toys, making 
way for any they may 
receive come Christmas. 

Encouraging children 
to part with their toys 
however can be a massive 
challenge. Here are some 
tips to help encourage your 
child to be charitable this 
festive season. 




Talk about donating: 
Keeping in mind your 
child's age talk to them 
about what you are doing 
and why you are doing it. 

Targets: Many children 
may show resistance to 
giving up their toys. Set an 
amount for them instead of 
just asking children to pick 
which toys to give away. 

involve your child: You 

may think that your child 
is not playing with certain 
toys, but they may be 
devastated to find out 
that their favourite doll has 
gone. Involving the child 
and letting them make 


their own choices is very 
important. 

Set an example: If children 
see you giving away 
unused items, they are 
more likely to mimic that 
behaviour. 

Make it Fun: Giving away 
toys shouldn’t be doom 
and gloom. Try building it 
up to a special occasion: 
make a game of it or play 
their favourite music. 

Appreciation: Donating 
is a feel-good activity, 
but it may not feel so for 
the little ones who don't 
understand why their toys 
are disappearing. Make 


sure that you let them 
know how proud you are of 
them. 

There are so many great 
charities locally that would 
love to receive toys, 
particularly in the run up 
to the festive season. Look 
out for local toy appeals 
that will be popping up 
around the Four Shires over 
the coming weeks. These 
are often great places to 
donate those toys that 
have hardly been played 
with. 
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Fisher German's 
extensive online reach 


i-or Turiner inrormanon contact Mattnew at 
matthew.allen@fishergerman.co.uk - 01295 271555 * fishergerman.co.uk 


When you sell your property with us it will, of course, be listed on Fisher 
German's cutting edge website which has exceptional visitor volumes. We 
have also selected the very best estate agency portals, including Right move, 
QnTheMarket, Zoo pi a and also specialist websites like Equestrian Properties 4 
Sale and UK Land and Farms, ensuring tailor made exposure for your property. 
We ensure that your property listing is attractive, informative and eye-catching 
in order to generate maximum interest, and we also feature your e-brochure 
on these websites. We regularly refresh internet listings and choose new or 
alternative features of your property to highlight which ensures external interest 
is maintained and we appeal to as broad a spectrum of people as possible. 


®nTheMarket rom 


COUNTRY LIFE 


rightmove 1 

Prime Location com 


FISHER 

GERMAN 
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fishergerman.co.uk 



FISHER 

GERMAN 



Overthorpe, Oxon/Northants borders 


Fabulous period house with outbuildings 
and potential 

■ Kitchen/breakfast room, dining room, cellar 

■ Drawing room, sitting room, conservatory 

- 6 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, attic rooms 

- Large attached barn with potential 

- Gardens, grounds, views, about 0.6 acre 


Guide price - £850,000 




Sherrington, Oxfordshire 



Quality family home in 
desirable village 


- Hall, sitting room, conservatory 

- Kitchen/dining room,, utility, cloakroom 
■ 5 bedrooms (2 ensuite), bathroom 

- Workshop, g ardens, ga rage with office over 

- EPC rating D 



Price on application 


Banbury 01295 271555 



Matthew Allen Toby Harris Jackie Sweet land Robert Russell Alison Wenham 




















































fishergerman.co.uk 





Sul grave, Northampton shire 


Spacious modem family house 
== with rural views 

■ Hall, Jiving room kitchen, drawing room 

■ 5 double bedrooms (2 en-suite) 

- Spacious top floor flat, double garage 

■ Garden bordering fields, about 0.3 acre 

- EPC rating C 


£ 


Guide price 


£875,000 




Attractive period cottage renovated to a 
l ^ Bl high standard 

- Hall, sitting room, kitchen/breakfast room 

- Cloakroom, utility room 

- 3 bedrooms (one ensuite), bathroom 

- Enclosed rear garden with outbuilding 
■ EPC rating C 



Guide price - £365,000 


Banbury 01295 271555 


' 



















































FISHER 

GERMAN 





Adderbury, Oxfordshire 


Substantial family home with 
period features 


* Hall, kitchen/breakfast room 

■ 3 reception rooms 

- 5 bedrooms (master with ensuite) 

■ Garage, summerhouse, private garden 

- EPC rating E 


■ ■ 



rf? 



Guide price - £665,000 





Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire 



Smallholding with development 
potential 


- 4 bedroom house with potential 

♦ Amenity land with stream and ponds 

- Ea sy acces s to town centre 

* Views to Bliss Mill, about 11.10 acres 
■ EPC rating F 



Guide price - £1,000,000 
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Brofremron (Top right): 
featuring a Dutchbane 
handwoven Kasbo rug in 
bfue, £429, from Cuckoo/ond 

ffomojice (above): Tropical 
leai mirror, £45; Zamora 
ceiing fitting , £115; Abingdon 
onfiquo brass beadstea d, 
from £269; FJorisfo duvef 
cover, from £28; cushion from 
£ 12. Poily Parrot famp, £55; ail 

from DuneJm 


when it works, Australian style appears 
effortless, but how to achieve that 
sophisticated simplicity in the Four Shires isn't 
always evident. Here we look at several styles 
that will give you a touch of Australian in your 
own home. 


Brohemian: Brohemian has been a popular 
look throughout Australia this year and it's 
easy to achieve in the UK. This look 
takes a classic boho-coasfal style and gives 
it a bit of tribal, masculine grit. Add black, 
brown and petrol blue tones to an 
all-white aesthetic. If you are looking for a 
focal point with your furniture then embrace 
wood and metal. This gives an industrial 
to. When it comes to soft furnishings try 
tribal geometric patterns on cushions, rugs 
and bedding. When if comes to texture add 
leather, aged metallics and weathered stone 
to complete the look. 

Australians To pay homage to all things 
Australian look towards a colour 
palette that includes olive greens, 
burnt reds and rusty terracotta 
tones. Pair this with a grey base so 
not to overpower your room. Look 


F or the second instalment of our Armchair 
Traveller series we will be visiting the 
opposite side of the world, Australia, 
Surrounded by stunning landscapes, an 
impressive coastline, and abundant sunshine, 
Australia has tapped the world’s happiest 
country list more than once! 

Australian interiors have taken on the laid 
back look, a timeless, personal, and distinctive 
style that's very relaxed and simple yet 
incredibly sophisticated. Since there's so much 
space to be had in Oz, open plan living is 
incredibly popular. 


Jeff: HeJsink/ boucie throw, £30 from Dunhe/m, 
and ted/biack throw. £24,99 from TK Maxx 
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for lighter wood furniture with 
clean lines but visible grain to 
couple with this, along with 
soft textures. This can be 
achieved using organic linen 
and woven rugs. Why not 
add one statement piece 
which has a handmade, 
rustic feel and a matt finish? 


Romance: In order to achieve 
a romantic Australian took 
embrace dark tones on walls 
like black, plum, burgundy, 
maroon and charcoal grey. 

Large-scale floral prints will 
make a great statement piece, 
especially in wallpapers, artwork 
or soft furnishings. Brass accessories will 
help to keep a luxurious (but not completely 
feminine) feel in your space. A few ornate 
additions wouldn't look out of place with 
this style. For example tufted headboards, 
button-trim furniture and embellished mirrors 
will set off this style beautifully. 

Fashionista: To be fashion forward with your 
Australian additions keep your colour palette 


crisp; black and white are good colours for 
this look. Accent these colours with grey, 
dark browns and maybe some gold and 
silver tones. Spots of greenery can be added 
with indoor plants. Graphical posters will add 
a statement and focal point to any room, 
as well as adding a little personality to your 
space. 

Minimal calm: This is a less strict look and 
can give more of a considered approach to 
the decorating aspects of your home. 

Think neutral but still colourful; muddy 
blues, greys and greens mixing with 
beige tones. Paint walls in a colour other 
than white. Your choice of materials are of 
huge importance. Look out for craft pieces 
with lines that are clean. This look works best 
when clutter Is avoided and there is an open, 
airiness to your room. Instead of achieving 

focal points through extravagant 
artwork choose textured 
walls or wallpapers instead. 

With so many different 
looks to choose from, 
bringing a touch of 
Australian living to your 
own little piece of the 
Four Shires coutdn 1 1 be 
easier. Aspects of all of 
these looks will marry 
very well with any 
property no matter 
what your personal 
tastes or style. • 


Mfrtimal Calm flop left;: 
Chesterfield two seoter 
so fa /n orchid beige, 
f 899.88, armchair in 
orchid beige, £599,7?, 

5 forage footstool in 
orchid beige, £2 99.46 
(alt Oak Furniture Land): 
hand pulled screenprint 
in octagon blue, from 
£28; Lone by Past throw, 
tram £80; cushion caver 
in turquoise, from £20, 
both Secret linen Store 
Harlequin rug, from £4J5, from The Rug 
I Seller; Flora armchair in duckegg blue 
( centre;. £395, from Oliver Bonos 


Austrafiano fabove left); oirVe green 
feature wolf and terracotta sofa from 
Dulux 201 8 paint forecast, see www.room- 
makers.com: (above right): Rural Retreat 
Living by Argos, with Abberfon three 
seofer tweed sofa in charcoal, £699.99; 
mulberry check cushion , f 14; faux fur 
throw, £34: brass Curvo floorlamp. £30: 

Fashionista (left) showing clean lines with 
black and white decor; gold floral cushion 
(left). 16.99 from Home Sense 
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BANBURY WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES LTD 


DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



Trusted trader 
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TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE 'LIVING ROOM' ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


HomePro 

_Insurance 


- 




FENSA 


PROHLGQ2 
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Registered Company 


^ \ 






Showroom at 

17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email info@banwin.co.uk Webwww.banwin.co.uk 
























































FOUR SHIRES FEATURE 


W e hove written 

previously about 
all the wonderful 
film locations in and 
around the Four Shires 
area. It is not hard to 
see why our area is 

used so readily as a film 

■ # ■ * »■' 

landscape, what with 
wonderfully picturesque 
towns and the equally 
glorious green spaces 
the Four Shires has to 
offer. It is a little more 
rare however to find 
a show that has been 
filmed in the area that is 
also set within it. 
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FOUR SHIRES FEATURE 






Maff/iew Goode (Matthew CJafmiontJ 
and Teresa Former (Diane Bi'shopJ 



Famously, /nspecfor Morse and Lewis 

were shot on location in Oxford 
and the surrounding area, but more 
recently the highly acclaimed Sky 
One series A Discovery of Witches 
was also welcomed to the city of 
dreaming spires. 

Much like Morse, this was not only 
used as a film location but the origin 
of the story was based In the city as 
well. 

Adapted from Deborah Harkness's 
bestselling A// Soufs trilogy, A 
Discovery of Witches is a modern- 
day lave story, set in a world where 
witches, vampires and daemons 



secretly live and work alongside 
humans, hidden in plain sight. 

The Sky original production stars 
Teresa Palmer (Hacksaw R/dgeJ 
as academic and historian Diana 
Bishop, a witch denying her magical 
heritage. Until the discovery of an 
ancient manuscript in Oxford's 
Bodleian Library throws her into the 
heart of a dangerous mystery and 
also into the path of enigmatic 
geneticist and vampire Matthew 
Clairmont, (Matthew Goode- 
Downfam Abbey, The Crown), who 
hides a dark family secret. 

As Diana and Matthew embark on 
a journey to find the secrets of the 
manuscript and their relationship 



develops, events threaten to unravel 
the fragile peace between the 
creatures, a peace overseen by the 
congregation, a shadowy institution 
of powerful vampires, witches and 
daemons. »> 
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Other notable actors include Trevor 
Eve, Alex Kingston, who plays Diana’s 
aunt Sarah Bishop, a practising witch 
and coven member. Owen Teale is 
Peter Knox, a powerful witch and 
leading Congregation member. 

And Louise Brealey ptays Gillian 
Chamberlain, a witch and professor 
at Oxford University. 

Filming took place in South Wales and 
on location in Oxford and Venice. 


If you have not 
had the chance 
to watch this 
captivating 
series yet then 
you should still 
be able to see it 
on Sky catch up 
services. Here we 
show a glorious 
production 
'scrapbook’ of 
images from 
Oxford for this 
production. 


Trevor tve 
















FOOD AND DRINK 







itUtb f Oliver 


around nerrecnon 


in Chipping Norton 




giving son in 
law Oliver, and 
together they 
established 
artisan coffee 
roasters Adam 
& Oliver in 
Chipping 
Norton* 


The company now 
produces its own special 
blend: 'Regular Joe' and 
Adam and Oliver are 
looking to supply to both the 
customer directly and to the 
shops wholesale, 

Adam feels that there is 
still a massive appetite for 
drinking good coffee as 
part of the 'third wave' 
in the evolution of coffee 
consumption. 

It's clear from the set up 
at the Worcester Road 
premises that Adam and 
Oliver mean business. There 
are state of the art coffee 
making machines, scales, 
filters and ovens. There's 
a new German roaster on 
order that will process 22 kg 
at a time and Adam has 
even been in touch with 
American coffee aficionado 
Scott Rao. He visited 
Chipping Norton to cast 
an approving eye over the 
process at Worcester Road, 

T / 

Almost as 

important as 
producing 
the high 
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If you're in Chipping Norton, 
pay them a visit. • 
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quality blend, 
a mixture 
of Brazilian, 

Sumatran and 
Colombian 
beans, Oliver 
stresses the 
importance of 
teaching his 
customers how 
to best make a good cup of 
coffee* 


M Our delicious coffee can 
be spoilt if it isn't prepared 
properly ," said Oliver* 


“The process involved con 
be quite complicated - a 
little like baking o cake/' he 

said. 


Before a cup of coffee is 
given to customers, the 
machine has to be set up or 
'dialled in 1 . There are exact 
quantities of water, coffee, 
time and flow to consider 
and the variation in grains of 
the ground coffee is critical. 


'It's all in the grind', really 
isn't a cliche - the rate at 
which the water percolates 
through the coffee really 
does make the difference 


between a good coffee 
and something almost 
unrecognisable as a coffee. 

If you'd tike to see how to 
make the most of Adam 
and Oliver's blend, you're 
in luck. Every Tuesday from 
9am there's open house 
at the roastery cafe and 
Oliver or Adam will be there 
to guide you through the 
intricacies of making a good 
'cup of Joe'* 

Cup of Joe? That's the 
name of the blend and, of 
course, the American term 
for a cup of coffee. It is also 
used as a phrase to Indicate 
one's own preference. 

My preference will now be 
for a cup of coffee from 
Adam & Oi/Ver. 


ack in 2014, having 
returned from overseas 
to settle in Oxfordshire, 
ex sourcing executive Adam 
Smith was looking at trying a 
new venture when his son in 
law, Oliver Wood, gave him 
a Christmas present of some 
Panamanian coffee to fry. 


It was Adam's 'Eureka 
Moment'! 


He was so taken with 
the taste of the coffee 
that within a week he 
had booked a flight to 
Panama and was talking 
to growers in Boquete, the 
coffee capital of the South 
American state* 


Same four years later Adam 
had teamed up with his gift 





























2 Church Lane . Banbury . Qxon. 0X16 SLR 
Tel: 01295 262387 . Fax: 01295 262387 

www.stevebettsbutchers.co.uk 


mb i tAi Family Butchers 


CHRISTMAS OFFERS! 


DELUXE 
HAMPER * 

14 lbs Fresh Turkey 

or A 

6 lbs Boneless 

ip 

Turkey d. Jr. 
Crown 

4 lbs Topside 
Beef Roast , 
4 lbs Gammon Joint 1 
4 lbs Loin of 
Pork Roast 
1 lb Back Bacon 
1 lb Pork 
Sausage meat 
2 lb Pork Pie 


XMAS POULTRY 


XMAS 

HAMPER 


Local Barn Reared 
Turkey 
£4.29 per lb 

H’Cr ,r TT Peachcroft Farm 

j/V 'ihMHW.* 

Free Range 
Oxfordshire Geese 
£6.49 per lb 


5 lbs Boneless 
g3?7 Turkey Crown 

and 

3lbs Topside Beef 

3 lbs Gammon Joint 
3 lb Loin Pork Roast 
1 lb Back Bacon 
1 lb Pork 
Sausage Meat 


Creedy Carver Free 
Range Duckling 
£2.49 per lb 


Free Range Bronze 
Turkey 
£6.49 per lb 


Free Range 
Cotswold Cockerels 
£4.49 per lb 


01295 262387 MF*\ 

2 Church Lane. Banbury OX16 5LR 


Pleased to meet you! 

...and meat to please you! 


Quality 

guaranteed 


Caldecott 

* FARMS* 


Caldecott 

* FARMS* 
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two tor tea 






THYME FOR TEA 

It was the 'last day of 
summer 1 in October that 
I visited Thyme for Tea in 
Kineton and wasn't t glad. 

I joined two or three other 
visitors to the tearoom 
in sitting outside on a 
gloriously sunny veranda 
that was kitted out with 
flowers and decorations 
straight from the florists 
in which the tearoom is 
housed. It was glorious. 

My other lunchtime 
tea takers included a 
regular who lived in the 
village and a brightly 
attired gentleman who, I 
learned, was a member 
of a cycling club that uses 
Thyme for Tea on a regular 
basis. Following us, there 
were two or three other 
diners eager to join in 
luncheon. 



I had a delightfully 
cheesy pancetta and 
gruyere quiche followed 
by the naughtiest toffee 
and pecan slice you've 
ever tasted. English tea 
accompanied my tasty 
treats. 

The tea rooms in Kineton 
have been open since 
August this year and 
manager Emma Vizor was 
happy with the way things 
were progressing: “We've 
been very busy, it's a lithe 
suntrap here and we have 
a good mix of regulars 
and visitors using the tea 
room." 

Reservations can be made 
for traditional afternoon 
tea - it's worth booking up 
beforehand however. 

BROOMFIELDS TEA ROOMS 

An old favourife of Four 
Shires, Brackley Antiques 
Cellar has been home to 

the Broomfield Tea Rooms 

for the past 18 years. 

Enjoying tea here is not just 
for those spending an hour 
or two browsing the super 
selection of antiques, it's 
for regulars and those who 
enjoy lunching as well. 

We're told that the soup 
is a particular favourite, 
and to accompany it 
bread from a delicious new 
source - The Whittlebury 



Bakery. The cakes, bread, 
baguettes and pastries 
from this Northamptonshire 
artisan are really quite 
something. Look out for a 
feature in a Future issue. 

Lunch at the Broomfield 

Tea Rooms was great, we 
met up with old friends and 
it's the perfect place for 
a good chat with good, 
wholesome food. 

"Our Ethos is that there '$ 
nothing too compfreafed 
here," said Debbe Perry. 
"We hove good, simple 
food, home mode cakes, 
jacket pofafos, soups, 
sandwiches and baguettes 
- regu/ars do come in 
alt the time, it r s quite the 
meeting placet” 

I can vouch for fhe quality 
of the cakes - wonderful! 
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THE GLOBE IN WARWICK RE-OPENS FOR 
EXPLORATION 

Lost month. The Globe pub, restaurant and 
hotel in Warwick, re-opened its doors with a 
VIP parly after being closed far refurbishment. 

At the party around 200 guests got the 
chance to see the changes first hand. These 
included the installation of a targe wood- 
fired pizzo oven, the creation of two new 
luxury boutique bedrooms and an upgrade 
and redecoration of the 16 other rooms. 
Guests commented on the imaginative 
transformation which has created a lighter 
brighter and softer environment with a focus 
on world travel and adventure. 

below: Head Chef Sam Weller with MacJejf Czernic 
outside the refurbished Globe 




below: The Gfabe 
regular Joke with his 
owner Janet Jarvis 

bottom: Past & Present 
Mayor of Warwick with 
The Gfobe Warwick's 
GM Charlotte Pare (in 
white shirt) 


top: left to right. 
Russell Allen. Jon 
Pease and Alex 
Ford, The Globe’s 
owners 

above: the team 
from DC A Design 




SlifiSSasT 

HOOK NORTON 


BREWERY 


TO BOOK A 
BREWERY TOUR 

CALL: 

01608 730384 
EMAIL: 

BREWERY® HOD KY.C0.UK 
ONLINE: 

www.hooky.cd.uk/book 




MONDAY-SATURDAY 
9.00am - 5.00pm 

SUNDAY 

10.00am - 4.00pm 


THERE’S MORE THAN 

JUST BEER HERE! 


Hook Norton Brewery, Brewery Lane, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X15 5NY 
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above: the feam of The Globe 



left: Warwick Chamber of 
Trade 

below left: Warwick’s 
Visitor Information Centre 
manager ; Ui Healey and 
Assfsfanf Vicfor/a Bibby 

below: The Globe Chef 
Brigade (Head Chef Sam 
Weller third from left) 




Christmas couldn't be more perfect at Voujon 


Fine Indian cuisine and contemporary interior 
We are open Christmas Day (booking essential) £35 per person 
Call us or pop in to book your Christmas party now 


www.voujonbanbury.co.uk 

01295 272007 

22A South Bar Street, Banbury 0X16 9AA 
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game on... 

guaranteed addiNve free 


Words: Rick 
Woodbrldge 


climate and are now a much hardier 
creature than in the early Middle Ages. 

The deliberate introduction of the hideous 
disease, myxomatosis, in the early 1950s 
was initiated in an attempt to control the 
rampant destruction of crops and it nearly 
succeeded with a reported 99% of the rabbit 
population being killed. 

These days the rabbit population still 
occasionally gets the disease but they've 
mostly recovered from the devastation 
to pest levels again and it is a legal 
requirement for all landowners to control 
them on their land. 


The word control is important, as it does 
not mean wanton destruction - just a 
level of management to ensure crops are 
protected. People with nets and ferrets 
carry out most of the control of rabbits on a 
non-professional basis, although there are 
a few professional rabbit-catchers still left in 
the country. They employ various different 
methods to save the farmers' crops and, 
therefore, provide a valuable but often 
unsung service in keeping down the cost of 
a UK produced food. 

In the kitchen, rabbit is considered game 
because it a wild animal taken from the 
fields and, in the UK at least, has yet to 
suffer from the indignities of factory 
farming. If you know of someone in your 
area who catches rabbits have a word 
with them to see if they will let you have 
a couple. It should not cost you more 
than the price of a pint or two and 
for that they will most likely present 
them to you skinned and drawn. This is 
probably best for 'beginners' because 
unless you are familiar with preparing 
animals it can be a bit tricky: you 
could, for the price of another pint, 
ask to be shown how to do it yourself 
but let's not rush into things, let's 
concentrate on the cooking side first. 

The simplest recipe for rabbit is arguably 
one of the most delicious, using as it does 
only a few ingredients, all of which enhance 
the flavour of the meat. 


H ow additive and fat-free da you like 
your meat? 

Are you one of those people who 
happily pay far the 'better' quality pre¬ 
prepared meals to ensure you and your 
family are not consuming undesirable 
preservatives as well as the extra sugar and 
salt manufacturers put in processed foods? 

If the answers to the above are yes, then 
maybe you should try rabbit. It is wholesome, 
natural meat that was once so expensive 
that the cost of a single rabbit was 
equivalent to the daily pay of a craftsman, 
but now they can be had relatively cheaply. 

In Medieval times warrens were man-made 
and managed to produce the meat and 
fur, they were initially sited on smalt islands 
such as Lundy (left) in the Bristol Channel. 

This enabled easier containment but they 
developed into much bigger enterprises on 
the mainland with monasteries maintaining 
vast areas at lands just far the production of 
rabbits. 


Even in times past rabbits were considered 
pests and frequently escaped from the 
confines of their warrens. Over the centuries 
they evolved and adapted to the British 
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RABBIT WITH CIDER 


RABBIT AND PORK TERRINE 


• One jointed rabbit 


• One boned rabbit 


• Dry cider (nan-fizzy Scrumpy is great if you 
can get it ar one of those single apple types, 
you will need about a third of a pint this 
should leave some for the cook to drink!) 

• Rosemary (dried is fine although a sprig or 
two out of your garden would be better) 

• Salt and pepper 

• Cornflour 

Using a large frying pan, lightly brawn the 
joints in a little oil, add the salt pepper and 
rosemary. Pour in the cider (easy on the 
swigging it yourself you may need a touch 
more in the pan). Simmer for about half an 
hour occasionally turning the pieces of meat 
until they are nice and tender. Mix a little 
cornflour Into a paste with some of the liquid 
and stir It In - okay you can now drink what 
is left of the cider! Serve with plain mashed 
potatoes or, for those with more cosmopolitan 
tastes, on a bed of couscous. 

Some of you may be happy to eat rabbit 
yourself but have family members who are not 
keen to try it, so you might want to prepare 
something that you can enjoy on your own 
rather than as family dish. For you 1 suggest 
making a terrine, which Is a posh name far 
a pate made with game and pork, this will 
keep for quite a few days In a fridge sa you 
can tuck into it whenever you feel the need 
for something tasty. By the way, terrine gets its 
name from the oblong tin If is made in, if you 
do not have one, a loaf tin or even a round 
Pyrex casserole dish will serve in its place. 


• Boned and skinned belly pork (you will 
need half a pound of pork for each pound of 
rabbit meat) 

• Beer (half a pint per pound of rabbit) 

• A handful of pistachios 

• Some fresh or dried herbs (thyme and a 
bayleaf work well) 

• Salt and pepper 

• Thin rashers of streaky bacon 

• Cranberries to garnish 

Put both meats, keeping them apart, in a 
deep bowl with the herbs and seasonings 
then pour In the beer to cover and leave to 
marinate for at least twelve hours. Take the 
rabbit out of the liquid and mince it either In 
your food processor (use the pulse setting so 
you do not make it too paste like) or in that 
old-fashioned cost iron mincer you bought 
as a kitchen ornament. Do the same for the 
pork, keeping the meats separate tram each 
other. Line your tin with the bacon rashers 
and pack the meats, in alternating layers, 
into the tin then pour in the liquid you saved. 
Make a lid far the tin out of kitchen foil, crimp 
it tightly onto the tin and tie it on with string. 
Preheat the oven to 1 SO degrees centigrade 
or equivalent and put the terrine in for about 
three hours. After cooking leave the terrine to 
cool, thereafter keep it in the fridge. 

Perfect for a starter, light lunches, ar on your 
Christmas buffet tabie. Serve with crusty 
bread and a crisp green salad. • 



below: Tapestry in 
ttie BurreM Collection, 
Peasants Hunting 
Rabbits with Ferrets 
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up 

confidence in MilkBeef 








For example, in beef production, more 
intensive techniques have seen many cattle 
brough! in from the fields and into sheds for 
much of their lives where they are fed cereals 
/re they attain maximum growth rates 
wnicn wit! ultimately be more profitable when 
it comes to selling the meat. 


However, a profit has to be 
made and, in the face of 
extremely tight margins being 
offered by supermarkets, 
modern farming has hod to evolve to 
become more efficient. 


F arming has always been 
a business requiring 
passion, commitment 
and knowhow. It is not for 
the faint hearted - the tong 
hours in often difficult weather 
conditions are usually not 
properly rewarded financially 
but most would argue that is 
not the point. 


But some, such as Emma and Stuart Watson 
at Manor Farm, Twyford, near Banbury, have 
concluded that such efficiencies come with 
a different set of costs that, ultimately, make 
them unsustainable. Instead, they have put 
fresh thinking info traditional methods to 
come up with a niche product they believe 
will become a popular choice for those who 
care about their beef. 


Known as MilkBeef, it is best described as 
being between veal and mature beef and 
offers the best of both on the plate. I! is tastier, 
firmer and more succulent than veal; and is 
lighter, sweeter and more tender than beef. 

If is so called because the animal spends its 
whole life suckling on its mother's milk whilst 
free-ranging at pasture rather than being 
filled with cereals in a shed. As a result, the 
calves are naturally healthy; so healthy that 
MilkBeef is 100 per cent antibiotic free. 

Independent scientific studies show that beef 
raised this way makes for healthier eating 
than that of animals finished on grains. It 
has higher levels of the Omega 3 fatty acids 
needed far human brain development, 
higher levels of CLA (Conjugated Linoleic 
Acid) which is associated with lowering heart 
disease and cancer risk, and higher levels of 
vitamins and minerals. Thus, MilkBeef lends 
itself extremely well to healthier meals for all 
the family. 

MilkBeef is also better for the environment, 
whilst there is no such thing as low carbon 
beef, there is k less carbon beef, Stuart 
said: "MilkBeef achieves this by growing on 
permanent grass/ond and is part of a natural 
cycle ftiaf he/ps fo capture and store carbon 
in those soils. Outside inputs are minimized or 
not used at alt ond food miles are kept os low 
as poss/bte by keeping alt processing local." 












Keeping it local also extends to the supply 
and sale of MilkBeef. There are many routes 
to market but for Emma and Stuart by far 
the best way is to support local butchers 
by supplying them to sell on to their local 
customers. 

Emma said: "This way everyone wins - 
especfafly the eorriumer who can access 
quality, sustainable , healthy beef from a 
known and trusted local source cut just the 
way they want ft." 

'The feedback we have had from the 
butchers makes if very clear that they see 
it as a premium product but, even so, they 
wilt sell MilkBeef for about the same price as 
normal beef/' Stuart adds. 

Alternatively, for those who like to buy in bulk, 
MilkBeef can be bought direct from the farm 
- go fa www.mitkbeehco.uk for more details. 

The downside to growing beef this way is 
that it is seasonal - it is only available fresh far 
eight weeks through October and November. 
Given its reliance an a natural annual cycle, 
MilkBeef cannot be made any other way. 

"Our cows calve early in the spring and, as 
soon as possible, go out to the field with their 
calves. The cow and caff then spend the next 
eight months, ot least, together a# posture; 
with the calf eating fresh grass and suckling 
its mother's milk every day. 


By fate autumn, when 
the grass and the 
milk ore running out 
for the year , it Is time 
to wean the calves. 

By this time, they are 
becoming too big 
and strong for their 
mothers - who need 
a rest to prepare for 
their next calf in the 
spring. So we must 
separate the cows 
and calves but 
instead of putting the 

calves into a shed for the winter , we moke 
Mi/kfleef instead," Stuart said. 

Some may argue that killing cattle at just nine 
months aid is depriving the animal of a longer 
life but Emma and Stuart firmly believe their 
calves enjoy the best life possible until the 
point af slaughter. 

Emma said: "They spend their entire fives in 
their natural environment - with their mothers, 
in a herd and of pasture - frankly , only a 
tiny proportion of the beef available to UK 
consumers today has hod that life. Whilst we 
are always looking #o improve, when of! things 
are token Info consideration , we do not think 
there is a better beef to put on your p/ote." 

Now the Watsons have successfully 
developed the MilkBeef concept, they are 
looking forward to seeing if consumers agree 
this autumn. # 


For further information 
or to purchase this 
new produce from 
November visit www. 
milkbeef.co.uk 
or visit any ot the 
following quality 
butchers: 

Alcocks Butchers 
Summertown 

Denshams Butchers 
Witney 

Fillet & Bone 
Chipping Campden 

Waghorne's 

Cheltenham 

Wykham Park Farm 
Shop, Banbuiy 

Beef Oltve 
Aylesbury 
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BRAKSPEAR 
WINS 
NATIONAL 
AWARD FOR 
CLUB TO PUB 
SWIM 



Brewer and 
pub operator 
Brakspear 
lifted the 
trophy far 
the Best 
Sponsorship 
at the 

national Beer 
and Cider 
Marketing 
Awards, for its role in developing and 
supporting the Henley Club to Pub Swim. 


The Club to Pub Swim took place in July for 
a fifth year and attracted more than 600 
swimmers. Awards judge and beer writer 
Pete Brown said, "In the best sponsorships, 
the sponsor gives something back in return 
for gaining awareness. The judges liked the 
generosity of the Brakspear idea, which 
includes giving each swimmer a bottle of Two 
Bells beer as they get out of the water - what 
could be a better end to a swim?!" 




SLOE GIN 


If you're out walking the dog at this time 
of year keep a took out for sloes. These tiny 
little fruits, from the blackthorn are awful to 
eat raw - they're so dry your mouth will 
contract into your tummy! 

However, when mixed with gin or vodka they 
make a wonderful flavouring adding something 
special to the alcohol. 


So, to make sloe gin or vodka... 

For every litre of gin or vodka you will need 5G0g 
of sloes and 250g of white sugar. Tip the sloes 
into a large, clean jar then add the sugar and 
finally pour over the gin. Close the jar and give 
everything a good shake. 

Leave the jar in an ambient, dark place for three 
months (a kitchen cupboard is ideal) shaking 
it every day or so for the first week until all the 
sugar has dissolved. After that give the jar a 
shake whenever you remember. After three 
months strain the gin using a funnel lined with 
muslin or a coffee filter paper. 

The gin Is now ready to drink and will keep 
indefinitely in a dark place. The longer you leave 
if the better the flavour becomes. 

As with all things good, there is a cost,.. when 
picking the sloes be very careful. The blackthorn 
is a very prickly plant! 



Book Noio for 

Chris tnias 


Lunch from £ 19.95 
Dinner from £24.95 






THE FOX 


CHIPPING NORTON 


' r 

■ 


m Km 






10 en-suite bedrooms 


Traditional 16th Century Inn 

Weekly Specials - Burger Night, Mid-Week Mussels, Chophouse, Friday Fizz! 

Dog Friendly, Fabulous Sunday Lunches, Live Music 


Opening Times: 

Mon - I'hurs - Bam - 11pm 
Fri - Sat Bam - Midnight 
Sun - 9am - 10pm 


Market Place, Chipping Norton 

f: 01608 638535 | E: enquiries@foxchippirLgnorton.co.uk | www.foxchipphtgnorton.co.uk 
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BAKING FOR CANCER CARE SUPPORT 

With The Great British Bake Off back on our 
screens, budding bakers from Lime Tree Village 
have rustled up their own perfect pastries, 
terrific tarts and smashing sponges. 

In celebration of the World's Biggest Coffee 
Morning , in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support 
residents at the retirement village in Dunchurch 
have helped boost charity coffers. 

Thanks to their generosity, and a donation by 
the village; the cake sale, raffle and tombola 
collectively raised an impressive £1,000, 

According to figures from Macmillan Cancer 
Support, this is almost enough to fund a nurse to 
provide a week of end of life care for a patient. 


TALKING TURKEY 

The Jeffries family has over 
40 years' experience of 
rearing and producing free 
range fresh turkeys. The 
families’ success in rearing a 
great tasting turkey is based 
on selecting the right type 
of bird and rearing them 
naturally, allowing them to 
grow and develop. They are 
then processed in a humane 
and stress free environment on the farm that helps improve their great 
natural flavour. 

Chicks arrive on the farm from the hatchery in July. They are first 
reared indoors until they are big and strong enough to go outside. At 
night, they are housed inside for shelter in barns with deep straw beds 
and plenty of air. 

Newbold Turkeys are bred to 
mature slowly over nearly six 
months and are free to eat and 
drink whenever they please. They 
are fed on a GM-free diet with no 
additives or growth promoters. 

For local free range turkeys this 
Christmas please visit www. 
newboldturkeys.co.uk to place 
your Christmas order now. 




KHAIM ARMS 


www.wykharnarnrisxo.uk 

Come and experience a warm welcome at the 
Wykham Arms, Sibford Gower, this Christmas 

Enjoy our real ales, 
fine wines and great 
home-made food 

• Christmas menus - 
the perfect venue for 
your office/family 
party. Please call us 
For details. 

• Seasonal menus 
using locally sourced 
produce 

• Excellent wines - 
perfect for enjoying 
here or to take home 

• New takeaway menu 
now available 


The Wykham Arms | Sibford Gower 3 Banbury ] Oxfordshire 

QT295 788808 

Follow #thewykham on Twitter, Facebook & Irrstagram 
www.wykhamarms.co.uk ] contact® wykfiamarms.co.uk 






NEWBOLD TURKEYS 

FREE RANGE CHRISTMAS TURKEYS 

Four generations of turkey farmers producing the very 
best traditional turkeys - buy direct from the farmer! 

See our Facebook Page 
“Newbold Turkeys" 
for all the latest information. 






Order online at: 

www.newfroldturkeys.co.uk 

Corporate orders & Courier options available too, 

Tom & Rachel Jeffries, Newbold Grounds. Staverton. NN11 6JZ 
Telephone 07970 956804 

Off the A425 opposite the turn to Flecknoe - Follow the Turkey signs 
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FOUR SHIRES EVENT 


HRH The Princess Royal 

unveils new war memorial af The Horse Trusf 



ast month, HRH The Princess Royal, 
unveiled a bronze statue ‘Soldier and 
!_Horse' at The Horse Trust near Buckingham. 

The statue by renowned artist George 
Bingham, will now serve as a war memorial for 
the world's oldest equine charity. The Horse 
Trust. 


Her Royal Highness is Patron of the charity 
that began in London back in 1886 after their 
founder was inspired by the novel ‘Black 
Beauty'. 




Ann Lindo created The Home of Rest for 
Horses [now The Horse Trust) to provide 
urgently needed respite for the horses, ponies 
and donkeys of London's working poor 
and whilst their horses rested and received 
veterinary and farriery care, the charity woutd 
loan them a healthy horse so they could 
continue to provide for their families. 

At the outbreak of the Great War, two of the 
charity's 12 loan' horses were purchased by 
the army to serve on the western front. Just 
under half a million horses were purchased 
by the army from within the UK, leaving the 
older less able horses to do all of the work for 
a country still very reliant on horse power. 

Despite London's working equines and their 
owners needing The Home of Rest's support 
more than ever, the charity also provided 
help to those horses caught up in the war 

The Horse Trust's most significant contribution 
to the war effort was its provision of the first 
ever motorised horse ambulance to the 
western front, which revolutionised the care 
of sick and injured horses. The ambulance 
operated out of No.2 Veterinary Hospital, 

Le Havre and was such a huge success in 
getting thousands of animals back from 
the front to the 18 veterinary field hospitals, 
that the War Office requested 13 more 
such vehicles from various charities. These 
ambulances saved the lives of tens of 
thousands of horses thanks to the Army 
Veterinary Corps', [now the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps') 80% success rate In 
treating sick and injured horses, if the horses 
could be brought to them quickly enough. 

After the war, The Horse Trust, then based 
in Cricklewood took in a number of retiring 
military horses and has been retiring horses 
ever since. 

HRH commented in her address that 
something that remains as true today as it 
was then, is how close the bond is between 
soldier and horse and in The Horse Trust's 
modern context, also between police officer 
and horse or disabled rider or driver and 
pony. Horses are no longer required to serve 
on the battlefield yet our military working 
horses still proudly represent our country 
around the world on state ceremonial duties, 
along with the horses of The Royal Mews. 


from top: HRH Princess Royat presenting a statue to Major Harriet Church: 
HRH Princess Royal meeting Fautkland HD George; Chelsea Pensioner 


To this day The Horse Trust provides for the 
retirement of any military working horse that 
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Firsf Motor ambulance for (two) wounded hordes. Presented to 

the Veterinary Department for service at the Front CricfcJewood, 19)4 

m. 


needs a home at the end of its service. They 
also care for retired police horses,, and ponies 
that are utilised by charities to help disabled 
or disadvantaged children and adults as well 
as taking care of local welfare cases. 


To mark the historical and ongoing 
very close relationship between the 
Military and the Horse Trust, the event 
closed after HRH had presented bronze 
maquettes of the statue as tasting 
gifts from The Horse Trust. These were 
received by Lt. CaL Martyn Thompson, 
Commanding Officer of the DATR, 

Major Harry Wallace, Commanding 
Officer of The King's Troop and Major 
Harriet Church, Veterinary Officer at the 
Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment. 

Jeanette Allen, CEO of The Horse Trust, said, 

“We are truly hortoured to have our Patron 
with us on such an important day, a day of 
both commemarahan and celebration for 
the oldest horse charity in the wortd. IVe are 
thrilled with the statue and with all the re¬ 
enactments of scenes from the time around 
the site , ft was an extremely special event 
for all of us and for our guests, sponsors and 
donors." # 


from top: WWl re¬ 
enactment: HRH 
Princess Royal 
presenting a statue 
to it Cof Martyn 
Thompson; the Societies 
gift to the war horses, 
Motor ambulance 
for (two) wounded 
horses. Westcroft Form. 
Crlcklewood. 1914 


Three equine civil servants were ceremonially 
retired at the event, 'EhAlemain' of the 
Defence Animal Training Regiment, 

'Cloud' of the Royal Mews and 'Baris', an 
amazingly brave police horse who has 
served the people of London, and latterly 
Gloucestershire, for an incredible 20 years. 
Baris was one of 10 horses that received 
the PDSA's Order of Merit medal (the 
animal OBE) for outstanding bravery during 
the Tottenham Riots of 2011. Boris led the 
Metropolitan Police mounted section from 
the front that terrifying day and never once 
flinched, even when having missiles fhrown 
at him or moving past burning buildings 
towards dangerous crowds of rioters to 
protect foot officers in danger. When his 
saddle was removed for the very last time, it 
was a truly emotional moment for all. 
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THEATRE 


rom fierce to farce 


Words: Bruce Cox 

Photographs: 
Elite Kurtz (Tambortaine) 
Topher McGrillis (Tartuffe) 

Courtesy of the Royal 
Shakespeare Company 



wo superb productions play in repertory 
at the Royal Shakespeare Company's 
Swan Theatre at its Stratford upon Avon 
complex during the winter season and, 
although their subjects each have an Islamic 
link, their contents are very different. They 
range from the fearsome to the farcical. 

Far over 40 years in the fourteenth century, 
more than 100 years after Genghis Khan 
had led his Mongol Horde west across Asia 
to what we know as the Middle East, that 
part of the world quaked in fear once again 
under the onslaught of another ruthless 
conqueror. 



Tamburtatoe, from 
fop: Rosy AlcEwen os 
lenocrafe: Jude Owusu 
(in foreground) os 
rombudoine; Sagor f Af 
Ary a as Rajazetb: James 
Tucker (left) as Meander 
and Mark tiadfieid 
(right) as Mycetes 
far right: Jude Qwusu 
os Tambutlaine 





Amit Timur Gorgan, more familiarly known 
as Timor, was a shepherd boy who was born 
near the fabled city of Samarkand in what is 
today's Uzbekistan, Before he was 30 years 
old, he had established himself as a local 
warlord with absolute power. He then set 
his sights much further afield and proved 
unstoppable in his territorial ambitions. Calling 
himself ‘The Sward of Islam' he eventually 
established an empire that stretched across 
west and central Asia - from the shores of 
the Mediterranean in Turkey, Syria and Egypt, 
southward into India and east to the borders 
of China. After vanquishing the army of the 
mighty Ottoman Empire at Ankara in 1402 it 
was east towards China that he turned next 
and it was on his way to what he no doubt 
thought was his next conquest that he died of 
a sudden illness in 1405. 

Tambt/f/ame was what Christopher 
Marlowe called his telling of Timur's story 
for Elizabethan London's theatre audiences 
in I5S7 and his play's epic proportions, its 
wide sweep of geography and the relentless 
violence at its central character caused a 
sensation. So much so that it is believed to be 
the first play to have generated a sequel. 

The first play ended with Tamburlaine 
defeating the combined armies of Egypt and 



so 
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Arabia and declaring himself Emperor of Asia. 
The second followed him through campaigns 
in Turkey and Mesopotamia and ended with 
his death in Persia. 

In 2014, Michael Boyd-a former Artistic 
Director of the RSC - edited the two 
Tamburlalne plays info a manageable single 
unit of just under three hours for the Theatre 
For A New Audience in Brooklyn, New York 
and it is with this version that he has returned 
to Stratford. It plays until December 1st and is 
an epic that you should not miss. 

Likewise, the second production of the winter 
season at the Swan, it is no epic but it is very 
definitely also a play that you should aim to 
see. 

forfuffe closes on February 23rd next year and 
is a wicked satire on religious hypocrisy by the 
1 7th century French playwright, Moliere. It has 
as Its main focus a family under the sway of 
a vagrant (Tortuffe) who has wormed his way 
into their household by posing as a religious 
‘devout’ and purporting to help them lead a 
better life by getting closer to God. In fact, his 
motives are mercenary and libidinous, aimed 
at living a comfortable life at the family’s 
expense while secretly lusting after the Eady 
of the house and even plotting to marry the 
daughter! 

This version has been cleverly transposed from 
Paris to the Birmingham house of a Pakistani 
family by the writing duo of Anil Gupta and 
Richard Pinto and makes much of the way 
that even a successful businessman can 




have his head turned and his life's direction 
changed by a charlatan able to convincingly 
quote [or misquote) from the Koran. 

This is a play that is mostly hilarious but is also 
thought provoking - especially upon the 
subject of how religious fundamentalism can 
be misused and faith abused. The dialogue 
is clever and current in underlining what an 
effect this is having on normal Muslim families 
in this period of religious polarities. 

Do not, however, let yourself make the 
all-too-common mistake of thinking that 
hypocrisy, fundamentalists and charlatans 
are exclusively Muslim problems. One holy 
book is much like another and Christians have 
more than their fair share of extremists and 
hypocrites. 

In fact, it is worth noting that Moliere's satire 
on the subject of religious hypocrisy so upset 
the strict hierarchy of i 7th century Catholic 
France that the Archbishop of Paris prevailed 
upon King Louis XIV to ban its performances 
and threatened to excommunicate anyone 
even caught reading Tarfuffe...! 

For more details on these producf/ons and 
the rest of the RSC Winter Season go to the 
website at www.rsc.org.uk 



Tortuffe, above, from 
left: Salman Afchfar 
(left) as W aquas and 
S/mon Nagra (WghfJ as 
Imran Pervaf*; Astf Khan 
os Tarfuffe; MlcheNe 
Bonnard as Darina 

below, from left: Amina 
Zfo as Dadimaa Penraiz: 
Sasha Behar (left) as 
Am/ra Pervoiz and As/f 
Khan as Taduffe 
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the birth of 

radar 

memorial 

f you are travelling along the old 
Northampton Road from Banbury, 
pause before you hit the intersection 
with the A5 and you’ll spot a very small 
war memorial. The size of the memorial 
belies its importance however, for the 
memorial marks the spot where aircraft 
were first shown to deflect radio waves 
- leading to the invention of Radar, 

The inscription on the memorial reads: 

On 26th February 1935 in the field 
opposite: 

Robert Watson Watt and Arnold Wilkins 
showed for the first time in Britain 
that aircraft could be defected by 
bouncing radio waves off them. By 
1939 there were 20 stations tracking 
aircraft at distances of up to more than 
100 miles. Later known as Radar, it was 
this invention more than any other that 
saved the RAF from defeat in the 1940 
Battle of Britain 1 . 

Following reports that a 'death ray 1 
had been invented in Germany during 
the 1930s, scientists in the UK were 
charged with looking into the claims... 
The two engineers involved: Watson- 
Watt, and his understudy Wilkins, 
showed that rather than be used 
to create a ‘death ray' radio could 
be used to detect aircraft at long 


distance. Watson Watt had started 
studying how to track thunderstorms 
with the met office - by fracking the 
radio waves given off. 

Watson watt and Wilkins were asked 
to carry out a top secret experiment 
to see If radio waves could be used to 
detect aircraft. 

The site near Lite h bora ugh was chosen: 
about eight miles from fhe BBC Empire 
transmitters at Daventry, a large 
receiver (the size of a van) was hooked 
up to two aerials phased to cancel 
each other out. The direct transmissions 
from the BBC at Daventry were 
cancelled out, although radio waves 
that were deflected would hopefully 
register... 

An old RAF Heyford bomber was 
flown on a path between Weedon 
and the BBC transmitter at Daventry. 
The Heyford (pictured right) was 
chosen as it was extremely large and 
cumbersome and flew at a very slaw 
speed. 


Robert Watson Watt and his assistant 
Arnold Wilkins tuned their radio 
receiver to the phased out frequency 
of the BBC transmitter at Daventry, As 
the Heyford bomber flew overhead, 
fhe flat signal of the transmitter began 
to move up and down, indicating that 
a variable and measurable amount of 
radio signal was being reflected from 
the bomber passing overhead. 

They were able to track it for same 
eight miles. The experiment was a total 
success and had proved conclusively 
that detection of aircraft with radio 
means was passible. 

Fallowing this demonstration Watt's 
team were asked to build a prototype 
transmitter, and within four months it 
successfully measured the angle and 
range of an aircraft that happened to 
be flying by. Basic development was 
completed by the end at the year, with 
defection ranges of around 100 miles. 

The system was further developed 
and eventually was utilised in a radar 
defence scheme that spread along 
the European facing coast: ‘Chain 
Home’. This system was instrumental in 
detecting aircraft sent tram Germany 
to bomb the UK during the Second 
World War. Indeed, fhe advantage 
the RAF secured from the use of the 
Radar system, helped win the 'Battle 
of Britain' and prevented a large scale 
invasion of the UK during 1940/41, 

It's interesting that such a massively 
important contribution to the outcome 
of the Second World War is marked in 
such a small way,., you would almost 
need a radar set to detect itl • 
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Heyford bombers based at RAF Upper 
Heyford. The bomber was the first ever 
to be detected by radar 
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LOOKING BACK 


DIC 


es from [he dqs 



BIRD FANCIERS 

We were talking in the office last month 
and pondered what ever happened to Bird 
Fancier shows? These pictures from the 1960s 
feature a Bird Fancier Show held in Banbury 
- in these pictures if was budgies that were 
pictured. Famously, the late racing driver 
James Hunt liked budgies and It seems they 
were very popular in the 60s, 




FLYOVER 

More pictures from fhe 60s. They show 
the installation of engineering works 
connected with a bridge over a main 
road outside Banbury. We think we 
know where the pictures were taken. 
Again there seems to be a remarkable 
lack of concern about health and 
safety regulations. It should be pointed 
out however, the introduction of health 
and safety regulations has cut fhe 
number of accidents on building sites. 
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LOOKING BACK 




NEIL MARTEN 

The conservative MR for Banbury back in the 60s was the late Nell 
Marten. Here he Is pictured moving house.. Jt looks tike a bit of a PR 
coup for the removals company Coopers. We think they were based 
down near the railway station in Banbury. 


BRICKLAYER 

This chap seems very happy in his work and 
from a photographer's perspective there's 
a very important detail missing here that 
makes taking the picture so much easier. No 
fluorescent jacket! Every picture taken on 
a building site these days features a yellow 
jacket throws exposure meter readings out of 
the window! 

REPORTER 

Our other picture shows a chap that used to 
work for the press in the 60s through to the 
present day - can anyone recognise the 
distinguished chap? We know who he is, but 
we 1 re not letting on! 




VAUXHAIL 

This Vauxhatl was being sold at a showroom in 
Banbury with the assistance of a pretty sales 
ladyl 
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LOOKING BACK 


pictures from the pos 



WOOLWORTHS 

This picture dates 
from the 60s 
and shows the 
Woolworths store 
that was situated 
in the High Street in 
Banbury. It moved 
from there to the 
Castle Centre 
before closing in the 
early 2000s. Do you 
recognise the ladies 
pictured? were they 
working at the store? 




RUGBY CLUB 1967 

This is as the picture is titled. We do recognise a couple of aspiring rugby 
players here. Do you? If you know anyone in the picture, or any of the 
other pictures on these pages, please email cathy@fourshires.co.uk 



POLICE CAR 

Smartly attired policemen stand to attention 
next to their new patrol cars - Vauxhalls we 
think. 



JWU 9 HHm 

ROAD BRIDGE 


We have 
featured one 
picture from 
here before - 
but stilt have 
problems 
identifying 
exactly where this 
was - we think it was below the 


new housing estate on the road this side of 
the hill that goes up to Little Bourton? 
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THE BIG PICTURE 



An aufi/mnaf 
Wevr faker) 
from iucfcy 
lane, ihow/ng 
Banbury's 
pepper p of 
church 
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Last month the Adderbury, Deddington 
and District Photographic Society (ADDPS) 
hetd its annual exhibition of members work 
at the Adderbury Institute. A total of 11 7 
pictures were displayed with many examples 
of outstanding work by the members. The 
exhibits covered landscapes, portraits, 
wildlife and still life, in both colour and 
monochrome prints. 

The society was established as a non¬ 
competitive group, with no club 
competitions and trophies. It brings together 
photographers of all levels of ability to 
discuss photography. Members help 
and encourage each other with friendly 
photographic advice, suggestions and 
helpful objective critique. 


The Unknown Soldier 
by Gail Gif von 













Colourful Balconies by Maureen Tyrrell 
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BUSINESS 


Four Shires' Businessman 


Matthew 


Humnhris 


of Humphris Funerals 


When did the business start 
and how did you start it? 

The business was started in 
1880 by Joseph Humphris 
who was primarily a 
carpenter and joiner but 
like many of those in this 
trade at the time, also 
furnished funerals. 

Joseph was Martin and 
Christopher's Great 
Grandfather and Matthew's 
Great Great Grandfather. 

Where is it based - has it 
always been based here? 

Originally the business 
was based from Joseph's 
house on Broughton Road, 
Banbury, but was relocated 
to Albert Street in the early 
1920s by Joseph's son Harold. 

What are the particular 
challenges facing the 
business at this time? 

The nature of funerals and 
how they are viewed is 
developing and evolving 
all the time, but the rate 
of change has markedly 
increased in recent years. 
This is due to o number 
of factors such as social 
media and the internet. 
While this presents exciting 
opportunities for creativity it 
also presents a challenge to 
constantly adapt to families' 
needs and expectations. 

Do you employ people or 
do you 'DIY 1 ? 

It is definitely a real team 
effort. Although once any 
of us have had contact 
with a family we are always 
anxious to personally work 
with them. 

Do you have a particular 
fondness for working within 
the Four Shires. 

Yes it is a lovely part of the 
world and an area which 
very much feels like home, 
especially as our family roots 
in the area stretch back so 
far. 


Did you always want to 
work within your chosen 
profession? If not, what 
would you do? 

I was not brought up with 
the intention of joining the 
business, but 1 apparently 
told my year two teacher 
that I would be a funeral 
director when I grew up! 

I only seriously began to 
consider joining the firm an 
a full-time basis during my 
short time as a pallbearer. 

I began to feel that being 
a funeral director could be 
fulfilling and that I could 
hopefully offer a positive 
experience to bereaved 
families. 

What lessons have you 
learnt during your business 
career? 

I am learning every day 
as every situation is new 
and different and the role 
is always evolving with 
different tastes, beliefs and 
expectations. 

Is the customer always right? 

Our ethos is that we will 
cater to whatever a family 
wants and needs and offer 
any advice that we can 
along the way. We simply 
seek to guide and give the 
benefit of our experience 
where needed. 

Could you describe a 
typical working day? 

It is difficult to describe 
a typical day as they 
vary so much. One day 
you might conduct two 
funerals, which can take 
up almost the whole day, 
another you could have 
no appointments and be 
catching up on paperwork. 

Overall my time is largely 
taken up with either seeing 
families, conducing funerals 
or completing the relevant 
administration. In between 
this I will be arranging 


interments or scattering 
of cremated remains or 
responding to calls needing 
our services. 

How do you spend your 
spare time - what are your 
hobbies? 

1 very much enjoy walking 
in the beautiful local 
countryside. 1 must also 
confess to a love of the 
television, with a specific 
weakness for a good 
mystery drama - and am an 
avid viewer of sport. 

If you could have played 
sport foi your country what 
would it be? 

Cricket - leg-spinning all- 
rounder. 

What book are you reading 
at the moment and what is 
your favourite? 

I've recently purchased an 


e-reader which is fantastic. 
I'm currently reading a 
Robert Goddard mystery 
which I really like, but I'm 
also a fon of historical fiction 
such as Bernard Cornwell. 

What are your hopes for the 
future for the company? 

I would most like to continue 
the traditions of providing 
the highest standards of 
care that my family and 
those we work with have 
always strived to achieve. 
Also to adapt where 
necessary to continue to 
provide the most relevant 
service in an ever-changing 
landscape. 



Fmmty' Fiuifttil Uirfdors sincr /££{? 


Our family serving 
your family 

Complete Traditional, 
Contemporary, 
Preplanned Funeral Service 
and Monumental Masons. 



01295 265424 www.humphrisfurierals.co.uk 

32 Albert Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X16 5DG 
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KATE’S GUNPOWDER PLOT* 

Enterprising countryside 
enthusiast Kate Bacon was 
getting fed up working as 
a sales person for a cattle 
feed supply company and 
decided to branch out on 
her own starting her awn 
unique business back in 
December 2017. 

She said: "Having ga/ned 
an animat science degree 
at university t I found 
myself in a number of jobs 
barely assocfated with my 



mobile 
shooting 
SUPPLIES 

T:07854 916934 



counfrys/de 
interests and 
was getting 
fed i/pi i had 
a heart fa 
head with my 
partner Tom 
and decided 
to branch out 
an my own. 

"Having 
been brought 
up with a 
farming 


background I had 
always been interested 
in countryside sports and 
shooting and gundogs 
played a large part in that. 
We were lucky enough 
to get a lovely labrador 
coiled 'Goose', (pictured) 
and that swayed me info 
starting up my own mobile 
countryside supplies 
business 

Kate's principal business is 
supplying cartridges to clay 


pigeon and conventional 
shoots. 

“My partner Tom 
mentioned that sometimes 
if you work all week it can 
be difficult getting hold 
of cartridges for a shook 
sometimes the hours that 
regular gunshops open can 
be a little prohibitive. I will 
supply cartridges to those 
wishing to shoot and will 
deliver at the customers' 
convenience," said Kate. 

As well as supplying 
shotgun cartridges [for 
which she is fully certified) 
she also stacks a large 
range of gundag and 
training paraphernalia 
including, dummies, lures 
and clothing. 

To get in touch with Kate 
and get hold of mobile 
shooting supplies, give 
her a call, the only thing 
she can't supply are the 
shotguns themselves! 


m * ^ 

For advice on later life planning, 

talk to Swann Financial Consultancy 


s 

WANN 

FINANCIAL CONSULTANCY 

01295 275269 

www.swannfinancial.co.uk 

Swann Financial Consultanci, represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management pic (w hick is authorised anti regulated h-v the Financial Conduct Authority) lor the purpose at 

advising solely on the Croup's wealth management products anti services, more details of which are set out on the Croup's website w ww.sjp.co.uk/pmducLs. Q]S 
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Ellacotts 


When selling UK lend or 
property (the H asset”) a 
number of taxes may apply. 
Therefore you need to plon 
ahead to avoid complex 
and potentially expensive 
tax issues. 

HOW WILL THE DISPOSAL 
BE TAXED? 

This depends on whether 
you are trading or if you held 
the asset as an investment. 

If the latter, it is highly likely 
that any profit from the sale 
will be subject to Capital 
Gains lax (CGI). 

CAPITAL GAINS TAX 

Allowable deductions can 
be made from the proceeds 
of sale for the purposes 
of CGI. These include 
acquisition cost, or probate 
value if the asset was 
inherited, incidental selling 
costs, and the cost of any 
additions or Improvements 
that are present at the date 
of disposal. 

Individuals will be required 
to pay CGI on the value 
of gains that exceed their 
annual exemption, currently 
£11,700. Gains above the 
limit will be subject to CGT 
at a maximum rate of 20% 
for non-residential property 
and 287 d for residential 
properties. 

INCOME TAX 

Profits realised from a trade 
that deals in or develops 
land or property are 
chargeable to Income 
Tax at rates of up to 45%. 
Therefore, a CGT rate of 
up to 2S% seems more 
appealing. 

Ascertaining whether an 
individual is trading Is not 
simple. Consideration must 
be given to the intention of 


sale and tests commonly 
referred to as 'badges of 
trade 1 such as: 

• Profit motive: was one 
of the main purposes of 
acquiring the asset to realise 
a profit from its disposal? 

• Frequency and number 
of similar transactions: has 
the seller made a number of 
similar sales previously? 

• Connection with an 
existing trade: is the seller 
associated with a property 
development business? 

• Finance arrangements: 
was the asset purchased 
using short-term finance? 

• Length of ownership: was 
the asset only held for a 
short time before resale? 

Agreements between 
owners and promoters/ 
developers known as 'slice 
of the action 1 contracts, may 
be deemed to be trading 
income, as the seller is said 
to have an interest in the 
trade of the purchaser. 

POINTS TO CONSIDER 

From our experience we 
have identified some 
common pitfalls and other 
points to consider during the 
sale. 

ENTREPRENEURS' RELIEF 

Where available. 
Entrepreneurs 1 Relief (ER) 
provides a lower rate of CGT, 
currently 10%. To qualify, a 
number of conditions must 
be met and these should be 
reviewed thoroughly. 

INSTALMENTS 

The manner in which 
individuals receive payment 
can affect both the tax 
treatment and timing of 
tax payments. Where the 


value of later instalments is 
ascertainable at the date 
of the sale contract, these 
will be taxable at the date 
of completion, potentially 
creating a cash-flow issue 
because CGT payments fall 
before the receipt of sale 
proceeds. 

OVERAGE PAYMENTS 

Should owners be entiled 
to an overage payment, 
these may be chargeable 
to income, it is therefore 
essential to clarify dates and 
values of any instalment 
payments, and the 
conditions that give rise to 
any subsequent payments. 

INVESTMENT Of PROCEEDS 

Occasionally, professional 
efforts have focused on 
completing the sale, taking 



little time to consider how 
proceeds might be invested 
to use available tax reliefs. 
Where landowners intend to 
re-invest, certain qualifying 
assets or investments may 
provide relief for CGT or 
Income Tax. 

For advice on selling land 
or property, please contact 
Ann Bibby on 01295 250401 
or abibby@etlacotts.co.uk. 


CS4 


Ellacotts 

Wealtl Planning 


TAILORED 
FINANCIAL 
ADVICE FOR 
YOU AND 
YOUR FAMILY 



w w w. ell a cott s .co, u k 



Contact us to find out how we can help you 


Pla nning your finances fo r the futu re can be one of those things that is easy to 
put off. At Ellacotts, we take away the stress and have specialist teams that can 
deliver tailored financial planning to suit you and your family including: 


Investments 

Pensions 

Retirement options 


Life and criticalllness assurance 
Tax advice 

Advice on matters related to a business 



Leaving: you time to focus on the more enjoyable things in Life, 


Email us today info@elLacottsweaLth.co,uk 


Banbury 01295 250401 ] Kettering 01536646000 j London 02036937315 

A Uttar feed Aid rtguidled by (he- rtadnudl ComJuL l Authority. Regained in England and Welra under 
LLvnpdiiv number 0 7 fl0j lEfi 
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Inspirational speakers 

enrich the 2018 BWIB Awards 





Samantha Murray, British 
Modern Pentafhlete and 
Silver Olympic Medallist 
enthralled attendees at the 
Banbury Women in Business 
Awards and Conference 
recently. 

Samantha, guided the 
room through her journey 
in becoming a pentafhlete. 
How she overcame her 
fears of shooting a gun 
to be named in the 2012 
Olympic squad before she 
gave a live demonstration 
on how to hit the target. 

Samantha followed an 
inspiring talk by Michelle 
NizioL Founder and CEO 
of IMS Property Group. A 
successful businesswoman 


and 2016 candidate on 
BBC's The Apprentice. 

"The speakers at the 
conference were fantastic, 
they inspired the audience 
and enriched the event*' 

said Marie Parkinson, 
Director of OJI Marketing 
and BWIB committee 
member. 

Marie continues: *'The event 
saw nearly 70 guests come 
together to acknowledge 
and ce/ebrate the 
accomplrshments of the 
finest business women 
currently working in the 
town. We're delighted 
to provide a platform 
to indorse and promote 
women in business os 



well as hopefully a spring 
board for them to continue 
to grow and develop 
their future careers and 
businesses." 

With six award categories, 
and IS finalists, the awards 
celebrated a broad cross 
section of the business 
community. All IS finalists 
were commended before 
each of the category 
sponsors announced the 
winner and presented 
their elegant, engraved 
glass trophies and framed 
certificates. 

1 All attendees at the event. 

2 The BWIB Committee. Lett to 
Right. Claire Waters, Ellacotts 
Yasmin Kaduji. Banbury 


Chamber of Commerce, 
Rebecca Pearcy. Wise Geary, 
Marie Parkinson, Oil Marketing, 
Loren Forbes, CRM, Gerri 
Dobson-Magee, Sprat! Endicoft. 

3 Ella Barrington, Corse 
Concierge winner of Ellacotts 
- Micro Business Woman of the 
Year Award. Award presented 
by Ann Bibby. Ellacotts. 

4 Jody Fletcher ~ Chilli 
Promotional Products Ltd 
winner of Designed by Howie - 
Business Communicator of the 
Year Award. Award presented 
by Marie Parkinson, OJI 
Marketing Ltd. 

5 Winners and sponsors. 

6 Dawn Gascoigne, Travel 
Counsellors winner of the Edd 
Frost & Daughters - Going 
the Extra Mile Award. Award 
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BWB 


Cl 


Jc i 


WE ARE A VOM N 

ONLY NETWORKING 

GROUP BASED 
IN BANBURY 


HERETO SUPPORT 
LOCAL WOMEN 
IN BUSINESS 






presented by Edd Frost Edd 
Frost & Daughters, 

7 Georgia Geary, The Mill Arts 
Centre winner of Jamie Briggs 
Removals & Storage - Business 
Woman of the Year Award (5+ 
employees}. Award presented 
by Julie Briggs, Jamie Briggs 
Removals & Storage. 

B Keynote speaker - Michelle 
Nizlol, Founder and CEO of IMS 
Property Group. A successful 
businesswoman and 2016 
candidate on BBC F s The 
Apprentice. 

9 Kerry McDermott, LLoyds TSB 
Commercial Finance winner of 
Banbury Sound - Unsung Hero 
Award. Award presented by 



Paul Angus. Banbury Sound. 

10 Keynote speaker - Samantha 
Murray. British Modern 
Pentathlete and Silver Olympic 
Medallist. 




FIFTH YEAR RUNNING IN THE TOP T00 

whitiey Stlmpson has been officially ranked as one of 
the country's fop accountancy firms for the fifth year 
running by the prestigious Accountancy Age 50+50 
survey. 

The 2018 Accountancy Age Top 50+50 issue 
features the Top 100 Accountancy firms in the UK 
and is recognised os the UK's most comprehensive 
breakdown of accountancy sector performance. To 
achieve the national honor, Whitley Stimpson's revenue 
and growth were measured against accounting firms 
throughout the country. 

the figures once again recognise Whitley Sfimpson as a 
leading player, placed at number 90. 


Specialist legal 
services for you and 
your business ■ 



E enquiries@se-law.co.uk 
I 01295 204000 

www.se-taw.co.uk 


spratt endicott 

SOLICITORS 


MNBURY BRACKLEY BICESTER BUCKINGHAM 
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EDUCATION 



HISTORY HEROES 

King's High and Warwick 
Prep School hosted 
a Digital Collection 
Day in Warwick for the 
Commonwealth War 
Graves/Oxford University's 
Lest We Forget project 
recently. This nationwide 
project has been collecting 
people's First World War 
stories and memorabilia 
- that might otherwise 
be lost to history - for the 
world's largest World War 
One digital archive, to go 
live across Europe on the 
Centenary of the wan 

Pupils were trained in 
digital scanning, and the 



girls interviewed members 
of the public. 

Over 800 objects were 
photographed, and some 
extraordinary 'finds' came 
to light, from the public and 
King's and Warwick Prep's 
own pupils. 14-year-old 
Abbey-Rose learned how 
her great-great-uncle won 
the Victoria Cross, galloping 
out on a captured German 
horse to rescue 10 men from 
‘No Man's Land'. Other 
discoveries included an ace 
pilot's flying log; a never- 
before seen photograph 
of Hardit Singh Malik, the 
first Indian to join the Royal 
Flying Corps, and an artillery 



order, commanding guns 
to cease firing at 11am on 
November 11, 1918, 

Head Master, Richard 
Nicholson says: “We're very 
proud to have been part 
of this unique project to 
preserve memories of the 
First World War for future 
generations, recording 
those stories, objects and 
memories which survive 
- not in museums or 
history books - but in the 


hearts and homes of the 
individuals and families 
affected.' 

far left: Mark and Stephanie 
Haselden reveal a never before 
seen photograph of Sikh RFC 
pilot Hardit Singh Malik 

left : G/ris show King s High Head 
Master. Richard Nicholson , 
and Head of History, Camilla 
Wellman , h/sfor/caf artefacts 

above: Collecting F/rsf World 
War memories 



Sixth Form Open Evening 


SIXTH 

©KING’S 


at our new Sixth Form Centre on our state-of-the-art My ton Road Campus 


Monday 10 December 

6.30pm-8.30pm 

Registration recommended 


Girls here take it as a given that 


you can achieve anything” 

Emma-Jane, Head Girl 


To register contact: 
e: registrar@kingshighwarwick.co.uk 
t: 01926 494485 or visit our website 


From 2019, King’s High 
School will move to its 
stunning new home. 

www.p ro j e cton eca m pus ,co, uk 


Est 1879, educating girLs from 11-18 


©KHSWarwick. f ^Kingshighwarwick {£) kingshlghschooLwarwick www.kEng5hEghsixth.c0.uk 
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SIXTH FORM 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

D'Overbroeck's College 
offer a variety of 
Scholarship awards fa 
students moving up to or 
joining their Sixth Form. 

This year, two new 
scholarships are available: 
Journalist/Blogger and 
Ph o t ograp h er/Film - 
maker. D'Overbroeck's 
pride themselves in 


preparing students far 
future study and the world 
of work and helping them 
to develop skills which will 
set them ahead in the 
digital world. 

Further information visit 
ww.doverbroecks.com/ 
sixth-form and you can also 
find out more at the 'Sixth 
Form Open Evening' which 
will be held on Tuesday 
13th November from 6pm- 
8pm. 


TODDLERS INVITED 
TO PLAY AT SIB FORD 

Sib ford School Early 
Years is introducing 
free Slay and Play 
sessions for toddlers 
and their parents or 
grandparents. 

Sessions will take 
place from 10.30am 
- 11.45arm an Friday 
9th November and 
Friday 23rd November. 

Helen Hoy, head of Sibford 
School Early Years said: 

"The aim of these sessions 
is to help young chi/dren 
and their famrh'es to get a 
taste of what Early Years 
a# Sibford is reaiiy like. 
Starting school con be a 
very big step but through 
Stay and Pfay we offer the 
chance for parents/carers 
to see their child interact 
with other children and 
learn through ptay in a 
relaxed environment ." 


Children can join 
Sibford Nursery from the 
September after they turn 
three, while reception 
class offers places for 
four year olds. Under the 
Early Education Funding 
Scheme, three to four-year- 
olds are eligible far up to 
15 hours free funding per 
week. 

To book your place (pre¬ 
booking essential) call 
Elspeth Dyer on 01295 
781203 or email: 
edyer@sibfordschooLco.uk. 



heney Travel 



A modern first class reliable service for 
all your coaching needs 

Sti 

>snwi 14-70 seat coaches available 

Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, 0X16 4RZ 
ywww.cheneycoach es.CQ.uk travel@cheneycoaches.co.uk j 



Sibford School offers an extensive, innovative and diverse 
education where pupils are encouraged to Tive adventurously" 
Day pupils age 3 '“IS. Boarders {full, weekly & Jlexi) from age 11, 


Whole School Open Morning 

Friday 16 November 



Free Early Years 
Stay & Play Sessions 

Fridays November & Friday 23 November 

Pre-booking essential 


Tel 01295 781203 Sibford School 0X15 SQL 
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Linking the ‘Brain Belt’; an update 

Further progress in linking Oxford to Cambridge 


Earlier this year I wrote about the road and rail projects planned to 
improve transport links between Oxford and Cambridge. Since then 
progress has been made with these projects; the Transport and 
Works Act Order for East West Rail having been published alongside 
refinement of the route corridor for the Expressway. 


East West Rail 

Notices have now been served 
on affected landowners for 
the Transport and Works Act 
Order which seeks re-opening 
f upgrading of the Bicester - 
BI etch ley - Bedford and Clay don 
- Aylesbury railway. Those who 
wished to do so have submitted 
objections to the scheme and it 
is likely that there will be a Public 
Enquiry in due course. Such 
Enquiry is unlikely to change the 
route of the scheme (especially 
so as the proposals follow 
existing track bed). It is however 
an important process for those 
affected as it enables them to seek 
mitigation, such as protecting their 
access and providing noise / visual 
screening. Fisher German advised 
parties on the Oxford to Bicester 
section and is now advising those 
on the routes to Bedford and 
Aylesbury. 

The railway will provide a major 
boost to the region by, for the first 
time since the 1960's, providing 
east to west rail communications 
without the need to travel a 
significant distance north or south 
to access such. The forecast 
sees proposed journey times from 
Oxford to Bedford of 61 minutes, 
opening in 2023, with Milton 
Keynes to Aylesbury taking 33 
minutes, opening in 2024. 

The extension from Bedford to 
Cambridge is more difficult as the 
original route has been built over. 
Original projections were for trains 
to be operating to Cambridge by 
the early 2030's but there is a 
wish to see this moved to the mid 
2020's. The Cambridge section 
does not form part of the current 
Transport and Works Order. 



Jortofhan Peeks 


Oxford - Cambridge 
Expressway 

The route options for this project 
have been refined, with Option B 
(following the route of East West Rail) 
being announced as the preferred 
corridor. There are two broad 
proposals now being considered; 

- Option B1; A34 Abingdon - west 
of Oxford - Winslow - south of 
Milton Keynes - Ml; 

■ Option B3; A34 Abingdon - south 
east of Oxford - Winslow - 
south of Milton Keynes - Ml. 

The other section of the works, 
from the A1 at Black Cat to the 
A421 at Cambourne already has 
a preferred corridor published. 
Public consultation on detailed 
route options will take place in 
October 2019. with the preferred 
route being published in 2020. The 
Expressway is scheduled to open 
C.2Q3Q. In the meantime, works 
have started on dualling the final 
single carriageway section of the 
A421 between Magna Park Milton 
Keynes and Jet 13 of the Ml at 


Ridgmont, such to open in 2020. 

There is little that those who may 
be affected by land take can do 
at this stage as the route options 
are so broad. When the detailed 
route options are published next 
year, those potentially on the route 
will wish to carefully consider 
what amendments might be put 
in place to mitigate the effect on 
their property. Some affected land 
owners may be able to benefit 
from the new road as it is likely 


(particularly when tied in with East 
West Rail) to see some major 
development opportunities. 

Fisher German are well placed 
to advise those looking at the 
opportunities and complications 
of being situated on the routes of 
these road and rail schemes. If 
you wish to consider the effect on 
your property then please do not 
hesitate to contact me on 01295 
225232 or Jonathan.perks@ 
fisher german, co.uk 


your local team 




• Rural consultancy 

• Property agency 

• Planning and 
development 

• HS2 and compulsory 
purchase 

■ Property management 

• Commercial 

■ Utilities and infrastructure 

South Central: 

b a n ! j j @fi shergerm an.co.uk 
beafor: @fi shergerman.co.uk 
I ha me @fisherger man. co.uk 

innovative thinking, inspired solutions 

FISHER 

GERMAN www.fishergerman.co.uk 
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GET NOTICED in the Four Shires! 

Call Gail on 07842 108590 or Sharon on 07510 274791 


F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBURY OX17 1JL 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 


▼ Wf W Y N N STAY 

MM STORES 

Bfflsfam' ■ 

Formerly Banbury Farm & General SuppLled Ltd 

Banbury Hmad (B 410 D), m Bu nun Dassett CV 47 2 BB 

Tel: 0129S 770707 

llbtiririuvinjfiSAnyfiawn' » 

WrhwijswTOws 

■ Hittit ti fHH T-mi 

FWrAVtift 

* Horse Electric Fendn# * 

IreatEJS Timber 

- AfireruSBSup^mfnfs 

mm & tvwJen 

■ Horse sveruMm ■ 

CDmiyiNtif Roofing Sherti 

* .Rubber SjdD/c Malting 

Flui much, much mom.. 

Good Quality, Good Vulue. Good Advice 

Delivery Strvite Audlldble 

*i*wmvnn».LjyHCiu.uli 


IWest Bar 

VETERINARY HOSPITAL 


pragijuvK u ^a late night 

OPENING 

Mon-Thurs until 8PM 

Call our 24 hour line: 01295 252332 

f Nflrth &»nbu ry 1 3* u tham / AddedHiry 1 Wrwdfe Hatse 

yvww.w^-itharvct-i.cij.ti k 



B.R.A.M M Rqsi.staicil 
I' tXCE l LCi-TlfrOd (DI”L I 


a tract] Einn an stone masonry 

Visit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 
FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive website... 

hm'M'. hanburymemorials.co. i 

Tel: 01295 811669 

Fax: 01295 811899 

5 Station Yard, Adderbury, Nr Banbury, 
Oxon, OX17 3HJ 


Ray Randerson 
Carpets 


Carpets selected from around the globe on display 
at Oxbow Farm, Avon Dassett, CV47 2AQ 
01295 &9072! 


COVEN7RV 


NORTHAMPTON 


HNGT] 


BUCKINGHAM 


|RT0!N 


OXFORD 

Circulation Area Mop 
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SUBSCRIBE TO FOUR SHIRES 

FOR YOURSELF 
OR A FRIEND 

at www.fourshires.co.uk 
or by post 

12 MONTHS ONLY £36 
6 MONTHS ONLY £20 
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FOUR SHIRES EVENT 





FOL’R SHIRES NOVEMBER 20 IB 


the marriage of 

Edward & 


Kate 


Moorhouse 


G ttie bridal party: J Harry Bafcttefar, Matt 
Broomfield. toftte Covefi. Ben Hickman. 
Charlotte Joptfng, WJtt Gorfortti-B/es, 

Kate Bafcfte/or. Ed Batchelor ; Hornet 
Mooriiause, fcVi’tt lombard. Roddy 
Sweetingham. George Grundy: 8 ffte 
stunning evening setting 


1 the bride and 
bridesmaids 
arrive: 2 the 
groom and best 
mom 

3 the bride *vfth 
her father John 
Moorhouse; 
3 FoJo sticks 
guard of 
honour; 5 John 
& Margaret 
Moorhouse, the 
bride's parents 


Edward Batchelor and Kate Moorhouse were recently married 
at St, John the Baptist Church, Thorpe Mandevflle. 

Over ISO guests attended the ceremony which also included 
recitals from the Oxford Welsh Male Choir, The couple were 
greeted outside the church with a polo stick guard of honour 

as Ed is a player at Kirtlington Park and Dallas 
Burston. 


A marquee reception was held at the 
groom's family home near Cropredy and 
was followed by a magnificent firework 
display. The couple have made their home 
between Banbury and London, where Kate is 
a Fashion Buyer at Harrods and Ed is in wealth 
management at Rothschild & Co. 

Images toy Harry Rhodes, Tudor Photography 




























FURNi 11 RF Co 

* M M r'fc 

C • L £■ -.A # 


Come and be inspired! A unique collection of contemporary and traditional hand crafted 
furniture, designed and made in Oxfordshire, displayed in a beautifully renovated former 

Coaching Inn... a warm welcome and a cup of coffee await you... 



British oak, burr oak, ash, elm and walnut 


Open Saturday, Sunday and Monday 11am-5pm and/or by appointment 
at Chapel House Grounds, Chipping Norton 0X7 5SZ 
www.realwood.co.uk 0160S 642741 info@realwoodxo.uk 
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ROLEX 

THE ROLEX DEEPSEA 

Built for extremes and capable of withstanding depths of up 10 
3,900 metres, exceeding [be demands of professional divers. 
It doesn't just tell time. It tells history. 



OYSTER PERPFTUA . ROLEX DEEPSEA 




79A30 High Street, Banbury. Oxfordshire 0X16 3JG 
One Geld Street, Northampton NN1 ISA 




TO STOCK AVAILABILITY 






























